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EDITORIAL
Some years ago, as a house tutor in Star, I was asked one of those
questions a schoolmaster cannot really answer… “Well sir,” asked a
voice with a more than slightly Yorkshire lilt to it, “What do you make of
new chaplain then?” I gave him a quizzical look and said nothing. Giving
up the voice spoke again with much wisdom… “Well, put it this way sir,
he has huge shoes to fill.” Taking over the newsletter from George Hill I
feel rather in the position of that chaplain. So firstly I would like to thank
George on behalf of the OJs for everything he has done to keep everyone
in touch over the years. Now I have to grow my feet!
The Newsletter is going to become an annual summary of events based
on the cycle of the academic year. Please keep the news and photographs
coming in as the content relies on what we receive.
Keeping in touch really is the primary role of any old pupils’ society. For
some clubs it is a relatively easy exercise for they have a home; a club
house, sports fields and so a natural base to which former members of the
School can gravitate. For the OJs and many similar clubs it is different. For
us it is wherever one or two are gathered together, whether it be a golf
club, a wine bar in town, the back bar of the New Inn or the School on
special occasions. The School is a real focus and we have been fortunate
to have had an Alumni Day this year and, of course, Cricket Week, and
that is a massive keeping in touch occasion for many cricketers and noncricketers alike.
To be successful in our aim as a club we need to have a growing net
of contacts. So I would urge you to look at the website from time to
time, support events where you can, but above all make sure that our
administrator has your contact details including an email address as this is
becoming a major method of communication. We want to be able to keep
in touch.
Best wishes

John Bettridge
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Letter from the President
Dear OJs,
I hope you are enjoying John’s new-look newsletter. I am certainly excited to see the finished article!
The decision to move away from the twice yearly publication was not one the committee took lightly, but hopefully
with the bigger format and investment we can offer something richer and more relevant. I have no doubt that John
will show us how it is done.
John’s new role as editor is not the only change that has occurred in the committee over the last 12 months. We
also have fresh legs in the positions of Treasurer, Secretary,Vice-President and President. I would like to extend our
considerable thanks to George Hill, for his remarkable work as Editor over many years, to Rupert Ayton as outgoing
Treasurer and to Gordon Roff as President. George and Rupert have given up huge amounts of their time and energy
over many years and asked for nothing in return. Without them we would have been much poorer as a club, so thank
you. I should also like to thank John, but considering he is jumping from Secretary to Editor, he can only be enjoying
himself too much. Also leaving us from the committee will be Debs Treyer-Evans. Debs has been our toehold back
into the School, a strong voice supporting combined initiatives between the Club and the School and a supreme
advocate of the girls. To Gordon Roff, as outgoing President, I owe personal thanks. He has guided the Club over the
last 3 years to a position of substantial financial security and leaves us in a very strong position to build upon those
successes. This fortunate inheritance, makes the committee ambitious and optimistic in what we can achieve.
So far this year, our focus has been to broaden and strengthen the community served by the Club. Previously, we
have been effective in supporting targeted groups of interests, be that Cricket week, the Golfing and Land societies
or the Lodge. Where we have not yet succeeded is in our ability to connect these particular dots of OJs. It is only
a very small number of OJs that rally around events, simply because they are OJs. I am convinced that if we can
help forge stronger links between the sub-committees and clubs, whilst also finding more events that draw on a
broader basis for their support, then we can create a positive feedback into each area of the Club. We must aim to
draw in new active OJs who arrive as young professionals interested in careers and networking, but leave as golfers
and cricketers, and vice versa. Cementing OJs as part of more than one element of the Club will strengthen our
interests individually and collectively.
In order to support this aim, we have been working on a number of key initiatives over the year. Firstly, we have
rebuilt the way in which OJs can interact with the Club digitally. With the new website, we are able to deliver much
more timely information to OJs, and at a fraction of the cost. The new site has been a work in progress for much of
the year, but being able to bring the development in-house means we will deliver more relevant content and adapt
the site as new needs arise.
Additionally, we are now able to collect updated contact details from OJs and add them immediately into the
database. One of the most telling facts about the reach of our Club is that we have less than 800 valid email
addresses. Considering an average of over 50 have left the College each year, and there are at least 45 years of
professionals alone, we are missing huge swathes of our membership. Through Facebook, the website, newsletters
and more ambitious events, I hope we can re-connect many more hundreds of OJs.
Serendipitously arriving at the 125th Dinner, we have a wonderful opportunity to cement some of these news plans
as well as celebrating this momentous occasion. Hearing stories of when OJs would stagger back to their old house
after the dinner, it was clear that the dinner has a great history and it is a shame that numbers have waned in recent
years. This year, we hope to re-set expectations and acknowledge the anniversary in a fitting way.
Since being a member of the committee and certainly over this year, I have been humbled by the history and
influence of our Club. We have a network that extends from the highest seats of power to the far corners of the
globe. This special position we inhabit is one I look forward to celebrating with many of you on the 17th.
Over the last year, and particularly in preparation for the dinner, I have been ably supported by the Committee and in
particular Seb Broster, Nick Paddenburg and John Bettridge. None of the above would have happened without them.
I am sincerely looking forward to working with all of the committee and meeting many more of our members over
the coming year.

Joe Bell
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Letter from the Headmaster
Dear OJs
Hurst has had an excellent year. Academically, the results reflected the hard work and ability of both children
and staff. For A level, we achieved our best results ever, as was also the case with our second cohort for the
International Baccalaureate. At GCSE, although we did not quite hit the heights of last year, we came very close and
62% A*/A puts us at the upper end of schools of our sort. However, as we all know, education is about much more
than just grades, key though they are for university entrance. We are running a huge number of teams. Although the
Rugby season was not perhaps our most successful, we are top of the pile when it comes to Netball, Hockey (boys
and girls), as well as Cricket. Indeed, when one considers Cricket at Hurst, then it is fair to say we are back where
we belong. I was also very pleased to see the number of former pupils playing in the Hurst Cricket week. A lovely
sight, and clearly a good time was had by all.
Away from the Sport, we put on over 20 productions last year in the Senior School. Miss Saigon was an absolute
triumph as the School musical but there was also a myriad of other plays ranging widely from Harold Pinter through
to Peter Schaffer. We strongly believe that every child should have their moment on the stage and this does seem
to be a reality. In an interesting new dimension, we also now have an annual House Film competition, the results of
which can be viewed via the website. This has engaged many pupils in a new area of creativity and technical skill.
Music at Hurst, always a strength, has likewise had a great year. We have a marvellous choir of 140 which sings an
anthem every week as well as the various responses for our Friday evening Eucharist. There is, too, an elite Chamber
Choir which this year did us proud at Walsingham, as well as in other great venues up and down the country. The
choral tradition of Hurst is strong and vibrant both in the Senior and Prep Schools. As for instrumental music, the
orchestra is the strongest it has been for many years in terms of number of players but also, I suspect, for quality
as well. There are many who have achieved Grade 8 in their instruments but also others who are enthusiastic
participants, who engage cheerfully and successfully with ensembles, quartets, the orchestra itself, as well as bands of
one sort or another. We are blessed with our musical team here at Hurst.
On the more adventurous activities, the Duke of Edinburgh, continues to go from strength to strength. We are
putting the vast majority of Remove and Fifth Formers through the Silver Duke of Edinburgh programme and then
about 50 or so every year go on to achieve Gold. Our CCF is amongst the strongest in the South-East and may
well be the strongest in Sussex. They are smart, enthusiastic and up for everything. The same can be said for our
climbers, kayakers and triathletes – which is the fastest growing sport at Hurst.
Most importantly, we seem to be sending Hurst children out into the world who are successful, independent
individuals, who have a good sense of what they want out of life and the wherewithal to achieve it. Our university
applications this year have been extraordinary. The vast majority achieved a place at their first choice of university
and we have had more medics, vets and Oxbridge than for many years. However, statistics are not just about such
folk and I have been really touched by the way in which so many seem to have gone on to absolutely the right places
for them and I know they will take something of Hurst with them and give a lot to the world. After all, that is what a
Hurst education is really about.
Finally, it was good to see so many Alumni at the recent Open Day and I hope to see more over the year ahead. You
will always be welcome. If you are in the area, then just turn up and check in at the Lodge. I am sure that someone
will be happy to tour you around the place and, if I have a few moments, then I would love to see you as well.
Yours sincerely

Tim Manly
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News and Views
Congratulations to Mark Semmence who has been appointed Head of Kelly College in Devon as from
September 2014

Two Heads are better than……!

Play a straight bat in your first year!

Congratulations to Charlie Matthews, who made his debut for England Saxons earlier in the year.

Congratulations to Ellie Hargreaves, who is to be President of the Oxford University Netball Club for
the coming season.

4

FELPHAM WEEKEND 13th – 16th JUNE 2014
The following met at John and Sue Hall’s new home in Felpham in July:
Mr and Mrs J A Whyte
Sir C Pryke and his wife
Mr and Mrs B Fordham (from New Zealand)
Mr T Travers (from Australia)
Mr D (Chunky) Goulstone
Mr R Y F V Wilmot (from Bordeaux)
Mr and Mrs J Hall

Sample of 6 old pals, at JRM Hall’s retirement place…

Graham Dry (Chevron 1962) writes:–
The mystery HHCP, Autumn Letter page 24, may be dear Mr Packford, the French and German teacher I
had from 1957 onwards for two years, before he left for a position at another school, but I do not know
whether he was already at Hurst in 1949 – George Hill would probably remember him and also know
at bit more about him. He had a cat called Catto, for want of a better name, and wrought incessantly to
convince us of the merit of Goethe’s early love poems. We were distressingly stony ground, certainly not
providing the correct response, which added to his dismay at our intransigence in literary matters. He
was altogether a curious, closed-in and slightly eccentric man, or so he seemed to us, and never really
enthusiastic about the world, us and our general progress or lack of it, but was never unfriendly, just not
transparent. If he had ever been young, he made no reference to a youth in which he might have been
imagined as kicking a football. His successor in 1959 was Christopher Dean.
Please pass on this suggestion to George, whose e-mail address no longer appears in the Letter. I will write
to him shortly and send some once highly secret quotes compiled from letters to the (former?) Ministry
of Pensions and National Insurance, passed on to me around 1975 by an elderly lady on a vow of strict
secrecy, who had been given them much earlier by another lady on the same vow, etc.

Graham Dry (Chevron 1962)
Munich
Thank you. Packford it is! Others have written in similar vein (confirmation by George Hill).
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Marcus Campopiano and the Editor
photographed with John Barclay, former Sussex CCC Captain,
after receiving awards at the Sussex Martlets
annual dinner in March 2014.

Lord Boyce
The following announcement was made by the Secretary to the Navy, Rear Admiral Jonathan Woodcock on
14th June 2014:
“You will wish to be aware that Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to give orders for the
following honorary appointment to be made with the effect from 13th June 2014:
Admiral Lord Boyce KG, GCB, OBE, DL as Admiral of the Fleet.”
Our congratulations to Lord Boyce on this great honour.

John Drinkwater writes:
After many years in the wilderness I have decided it would be nice to re-join the OJ Club. My name is John
Drinkwater and I attended Hurst during the years 1958-62. I was in Shield House which at the time was
under the distinguished leadership of George Lambert. I suspect, therefore, I am probably the oldest OJ to
join the Club!
My time at Hurst was marked by a singular lack of success and I was forced to leave early as a consequence
of some family problems. I drifted for a year and was eventually admitted to the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst from where I graduated in 1965. I enjoyed a challenging but immensely rewarding career serving
in many countries including Borneo, Aden, Germany, Libya, Norway, Turkey, Cyprus, Bermuda, Jamaica,
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Guyana and, of course, Northern Ireland. I was thus able to witness at first hand the sun finally setting on
several outposts of the British Empire and also to experience the stresses and strains of the Cold War. I
left the Army in 1981 and moved to Bermuda where I had previously served as Adjutant to the Bermuda
Regiment. I joined the Civil Service and made my way to Secretary to the Cabinet and Head of the
Civil Service. I retired in 2006 and was awarded the CBE the following year. I continue to live happily in
Bermuda and find retirement a thoroughly satisfactory state of affairs.
I must confess I did not really enjoy my time at Hurst. It was an austere environment designed to make
us grow up quickly and to be self-reliant. In my second year the boy in the bed next to mine committed
suicide. Nobody had heard of counselling then and we were simply told not to discuss the matter or
to tell our parents. Hurst was and is a product of the times, so I say this not to criticise but rather to
illustrate how much things have changed during my lifetime. On reflection, and in spite of my reservations
about my time at Hurst, I am the first to acknowledge the very many positive ways it impacted my life and
shaped my future.
I have decided to join the Club following several visits to the School’s website. I have been struck by
the enormous changes that have taken place at the School and more particularly the activities of your
extraordinary Headmaster who seems to be largely responsible for making Hurst the happy and successful
school it is today.
Please forgive me for rambling in this way – that was not my intention. I would simply like to join the Club
and to be advised of the best way to make the necessary payment. I will forgive the fact that when I left
Hurst my father paid the princely sum of three guineas so that I could enjoy life membership in the OJ
Club. That’s inflation for you!

Chris Gray (Staff 1985-2007). Chris was in Singapore in February for a dedication of a plaque at Changi
Museum to his grandparents and others who were imprisoned by the Japanese on Sumatra following the
fall of Singapore. He made contact with Matthew Hastwell (Chevron) currently teaching at the Tanglin
International School and was invited to a year 6 musical production. At the conclusion of the evening two
other OJs whose children are at the school appeared: David Boyle (Star) and Johnny Maher (Chevron).
All three OJs are resident in Singapore and posed for the photograph.
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Thoughts from Brian Curwain
I am prompted to write having read of the sad death of Les Eadon in the Autumn edition. I too spent
very many hours playing guitar in the Star shower/drying room, mostly with Tony Cooper and John
Howard. For our rare public performances we were joined by Mike Cole on drums.
I left Hurst, worked for a year in an industrial pharmacology lab, studied Pharmacy at Brighton, where I
surprised Mr J H Peters when he brought a group round the pharmacy school in about 1967. I then spent
20 years in research and teaching, almost all in St Mary’s Hospital Medical School, Paddington, where I did
my PhD (1972). (St Mary’s became Imperial College Med School in about 1988, when I moved on.) It was
hugely satisfying to play a small part in the development of modern anti-ulcer drugs.
I then returned to pharmacy and specialised in advising GPs about their prescribing while practising as a
community pharmacist. Since 1999 I have been working in the NHS as a primary and a community care
Chief Pharmacist in the New Forest and Dorset respectively. Since returning to freelance work in 2007, I
have advised several NHS organisations and pharma companies. At the age of 67 I am now winding down
to retirement as there are lots of other things to do. I run a science project in a local primary school,
courtesy of a Royal Society grant, and also teach reading to the Years 1 and 2, as a volunteer.
I have been a keen squash player all my adult life and still play the game. I was lucky enough to captain the
St Mary’s Hospital team for several years and enjoyed playing in the company of rugby player J P R Williams
for 4 seasons. We played each other weekly but I never, never beat him! I also played cricket at university
and club rugby for some years after leaving Hurst.
I am a keen cruising sailor and my wife Mary and I have had a boat on the Solent for about 25 years,
hacking around the coast and the English Channel. We live in the New Forest.
I recently located Richard Cooke (Chevron ’60-’64), though he does not yet know this. He is a
distinguished archaeologist at the Smithsonian in Washington!

Canon Bruce Ruddock, Precentor of Peterborough Cathedral (Fleur de Lys 1969-1974), meets His
Honour Judge Anthony Leonard (Eagle 1969-1974) at the High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire’s Justice
Service in Peterborough.
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Bruce reported:
Anthony and I were direct contemporaries and good friends at school. Both of us sang in the School choir
and acted in the Shakespeare plays. As you may know, he is now a prominent judge, dealing with some high
profile cases. I just thought that the photo might raise a smile with some of our contemporaries. It was
great to see him and both of us agreed that Bill Alban had a great influence on us at school.

Congratulations to Lyndon Batchelor (Prep School and Eagle 1988-98), now 1st Officer for Ethihad
Airways based in Abu Dhabi, who is delighted to announce his recent wedding. This took place in Akita,
Japan where he married Mariko Ueki, formally of Gulf Air. They will be pleased to see anyone travelling in
the region of Abu Dhabi.

We are happy to announce the marriage of Guy Bellamy and Zoe Hammond, both former members of
the School, which took place on 24th May 2014.

9

We are happy to announce the marriage of Tim Bell and Laura, which took place on 12th July 2014.

Hurst winner of Britain’s Got Talent.
Richard Hadfield as part of the operatic band Collabro won the ITV’s Britain’s Got Talent competition in
June. The group of five young men specialise in singing songs from musicals. Richard was a pupil at Hurst
from Year 9 to Upper Sixth, leaving the College in 2012. He performed in many school musicals and was a
keen rugby player.
Recently Richard answered a few questions for the Newsletter, which give some background to what he
and the group achieved.
1. Richard, success doesn’t just happen for anyone, so how did the journey start as far as you are
concerned?
It has been a whirlwind and there are so many people to thank – I still can’t believe it is happening. I got
picked up by singing Bring Him Home from Les Miserables in my front room. I recorded this and put it up
on You Tube and this is how I was found by the other two people in the band. My real journey, however,
started at Hurst surrounded by fantastic teachers, Jonathan Scott, Nicholas Beeby, Neil Matthews and
Oliver White, my singing teacher. They all helped, supported and encouraged me and believed in me.
I started singing at a really young age (about 4). I remember going on holiday with mum and dad and they
entered me into talent competitions which were held in the hotels. I remember irritating my Dad on car
journeys and singing Barney the Dinosaur continuously until he told me to stop.
At the age of 9 I was in the chorus of a production of Les Miserables in Brighton where I was part of
Gavroche’s gang. This started my love for this genre of music.
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I then went to St Christopher’s in Brighton where Heather Beeby was the Head and she really tried hard
to bring out the musical side of me. She made drama an extra-curricular subject as she wanted people to
be creative and I did LAMDA exams and was helped and encouraged enormously by Nick Beeby.
2. As a group how did you get together?
Two of the guys knew each other and they sang in shows in Spain for Thompson holidays. They wanted
to get a group together and happened to watch my You Tube clip and asked me to go along and do a live
audition with them. It is ironic really as I spent a lot of time busking in Brighton when I was 16 trying to
find an in road into the music world and a two-minute You Tube video did the trick. Originally we wanted
to perform on cruise ships but we made a video and just sent it to Britain’s Got Talent as we knew we
were too late to audition. Anyway our video was passed on to the judges and we managed to by pass quite
a few of the initial rounds and were put forward in the queue.
It is a different world working in television but in many ways it was similar to the Hurst Bubble. You
live, and work in the space for such long hours that when the programme finally ended it was very
uncomfortable leaving the security of the television studio behind and entering the real world.

The journey has been relatively short we started on February 13th of this year and we won the final on
June 7th. There was so much pressure and it was so scary but the most scary bit for me was waiting to
hear whether we had got to the live round in the semi-final. They cut 80 acts down to 40 in one go. When
we were waiting we walked into the room and were told how hard the competition was and how fantastic
everyone was and how high the standard was. All we wanted to know was whether we were in to the
next round. We were finally told by Alesha Dixon that we were in and Simon Cowell was very supportive
and was rooting for us all the way. While we were waiting for the results we were scared and nervous but
were being filmed all the time to get our reactions to the news.
3. The public performances must have been fairly electric affairs….
Once we won Britain’s Got Talent everything just took off. We did a big gig for Brighton Pride – over
50,000 people which was amazing and terrifying. We also sang at Johnny Wilkinson’s Testimonial with Alfie
Boe and we sang the World in Union together at the Grosvenor Hotel in London.
We have recorded Friday Night is Music Night with Alfie Boe and friends and a 60 piece orchestra and this
will be aired on 21st November on Radio 2.
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We have also performed at Windsor Castle for the Duchess of York. All that and much more in such a
small space of time. It is still hard to believe it is happening.
4. Talk us through the final… and the support you had.
The whole day was spent just like any other day in the studio, teching the show, just like any other dress
run, changing lights and positions and staging. They even tried to change the song we were going to sing in
the final a few times but Simon Cowell insisted that we sang Stars from Les Miserables which was the song
that we won with. He clearly knew how to get the best out of us and what the audience wanted. He was
very supportive of us throughout the whole process and he gave us good advice.
We performed at Simon’s birthday party recently in a little Italian restaurant in London and he had two
sets of judges there. On one side there were Cheryl Cole and Louis Walsh from the X Factor, and the
judges from Britain’s Got Talent, Amanda Holden and Alesha Dixon on the other. It was a great evening and
I still couldn’t believe we were performing in front of all these people.
5. Finally the intriguing question is I suppose: “Where now?”
Well it is going to be a busy time for us. Every morning when I wake up and still can’t believe this is my life
now. We have signed with Roar Global who are managing us and we have a national tour planned for early
next year from January to early March with 31 dates from Scotland to Brighton which has nearly sold out.
We have recorded a special edition of our No 1 selling album, Stars, with Christmas songs included which
will be out on 8th December and we are also bringing out a book for Mother’s Day in March.

Travel Fund
Travel Fund awards are made annually to leaving VIth formers and members of the Club. Prospective
applicants are reminded that 30th April 2015 is the next deadline for applications.
This year grants were made to the following:

OJ Travel Fund Awards 2014
Nick Bacon …teaching English in Vietnam
Ollie Brown …teaching English in Vietnam
Alice Manly …helping in school and medical centre in Uganda
Martyn Woodhead …Animal welfare in Philippines
Nicole Tuffin …disabled children in Vietnam
Chris Wyles …Sports coaching in Ghana
Amelia Hammond …school in Ghana
Jonathan Davies …Coral reef conservation Indonesia
Oliver Bunn OJ …Expedition to Everest Base Camp in aid of Help the Heroes
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TRAVEL FUND REPORTS
Reports have been received from recent award winners.

Emma McNally OJ
This summer I had a wonderful opportunity to spend 6 weeks volunteering in Costa Rica as a finale to my
gap year. I set off on 1st July with three other English girls, excited and a little apprehensive as to what was
in store for us when we landed.
Once arriving in San Jose I was immediately engulfed by the heat and humidity and knew the following
weeks of manual labour were going to be very hot and sweaty! I firstly spent a couple of days in the
colourful and bustling capital to adjust to the 7 hour time difference before heading to my first project
in a remote village called El Silencio. During my time there I lived with a lovely host family and despite
communication barriers with my lack of Spanish they made me feel very welcome in their home. The work
I did in the community consisted of working at the Wildlife Rescue Centre, helping at the farm and working
in the school. I particularly relished my time at the Rescue Centre as I was able to be hands-on with some
of the diverse wildlife Costa Rica has to offer including spider monkeys, racoons and parrots. My three
weeks living with ‘Tico’s’ (the colloquial name for Costa Ricans) was a very special experience and I was
struck by their relaxed and happy attitude towards life.
Although the work was full-on during the week the other volunteers and I had the weekends off to
explore the surrounding area. I was able to see some of the country’s beautiful scenery through some
exhilarating activities such as white water rafting and zip-lining in the rainforest. Costa Rica is a country
which prides itself on conservation, with many protected areas. I was luckily situated close to Manuel
Antonio, the smallest yet the most exquisite national park! Here, as a group of volunteers, we were able
to trek through the rainforest with a tour guide and see some incredible and unique species – my favourite
being the lazy sloth.

My second project was the ASVO turtle project situated in Matapalo on the Pacific coast. There I worked
alongside another 50 volunteers mainly at night as this was when the turtles ventured out of the sea to lay
their eggs. I spent many hours patrolling the beaches in search of turtles and eggs so we could collect data
for research, and to retrieve the eggs so they could be put safely in our hatchery to avoid their being taken
by poachers. Although the work was exhausting I was rewarded when I saw my first turtle and also the
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first hatchlings being released into the sea – a very magical experience. As most of the work was at night
time, during the day I was able to make the most of the idyllic beach setting and perfect my surfing skills (a
sport much harder than the locals make it look!).
I am incredibly grateful for the money given to me by the OJ’s fund to put towards my trip. I had the most
thrilling time, met some great people from around the world and will have memories to last a lifetime. The
Costa Rican people and their way of life has left a lasting impression on me. Their favourite catch phrase is
‘Pura Vida’ which literally translates as ‘the pure life’ – it is used widely and in many contexts to express their
happiness and relaxed manner. Although it was sad to finally come home to reality I have come away with
war wounds to show my battles with mosquitos, hundreds of photos and a lot more ‘Pura Vida’ in my life.

Tom Hazell OJ
The Hurst Johnian travel fund kindly funded me to attend an orientation programme in India in August
2013. This was with a small Christian movement called Servants to Asia’s Urban Poor, which I’m now a
member of in Southall, West London and have been since 2012. I have also been on an internship with
their team in Manila, Philippines in 2012, living with a family in the slums and then with a group of boys in
another slum area. Servants began over 30 years ago and has had people living in the slums of Asian megacities for as long as that, with a vision to see the urban poor and their communities transformed by the
power of Christ. It is a very small movement but Servants workers have a real heart for the urban poor
and their communities where they live. They look at the needs of that community and, seeing what the
needs are, look to how to empower communities to realise these needs, whether through community
projects or other means.
My time in India was a wonderful time to meet up with Servants workers and eight other orientees doing
the programme with me. I arrived in Delhi where I stayed overnight and then headed on an overnight train
to Lucknow where I was to spend a fortnight on the programme. During this time we shared our stories,
looked at different topics, including living in slums, theology and interpersonal areas such as listening,
non-violent communication, our personalities according to the Enneagram, as well as getting to visit local
slum areas and talk to the people there. This was a really important time and wonderful to share with
like-minded people who have a real heart for journeying with those who don’t live an easy life (to put it
mildly) and want to see justice and fairness come to pass. After this important time in Lucknow I travelled
by train to Kolkata where I spent time with Servants folk, staying in a slum area for a few days and meeting
people there. It is wonderful to meet people in slum communities. It was the same in Manila. Although
they don’t live an easy life there is a sense of community, interest and being there for one another – a sense
of community I feel we have lost in the West. I was also privileged to see parts of Kolkata including the
motherhouse of the Missionaries of Charity, where Mother Teresa lived which was an important time for
me. From Kolkata I travelled back to Delhi by train, from where I flew back to the UK.
Having lived in Australia for a few years, I have a heart for Asia. I also have a heart for those less fortunate,
having had my first real experience of poverty when I was 16 and my parents lived in Karachi, Pakistan for a
short while, which was towards the end of my time at Hurst. I ignored the call then and pursued a degree
and worked for a period in educational marketing. It was in 2008 when I really felt the ‘tug’ again (it had
been always there really) and this was the time when I came back to faith.
The future could involve me going to live as a part of a Servants team in Asia but for now I have been part
of a Servants team in West London for 18 months. I work part-time at a local school to support myself,
and work in the community on different projects as well as building relationships on the council estate on
which we live.
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School Hockey Tour, Malaysia and Australia
Dear OJs,
Here is an account of our amazing trip that you helped us attend.
On 8th July 2014, 32 members of the Hurst hockey teams met at Heathrow airport for what
was to be a life changing trip filled with culture and team spirit. When we arrived in Singapore
no one was expecting the oven-like humidity as we stepped off the plane, let alone how we
were going to play a hockey match in it. In Singapore the girls’ hockey team won all their
matches, and even though we were a new team we managed to connect well together. We
took a boat trip around the main river in Singapore; the architecture of the buildings was
breathtaking. We then left for Malaysia, stopping off for a two-night stay in a fabulous hotel in
Johor with an amazing pool that everyone jumped into right away. In Johor when we arrived
at the amazing hockey stadium there was a massive tropical storm commencing, flashes of
lightning, roaring of thunder. After about an hour of waiting the storm cleared and both teams
were able to play their opposition. For both of our teams we played against the most highly
skilled and physically fit teams we have ever played. Although both teams lost, they had won
because we had both played the best hockey that the coaches had ever seen a Hurst team play
and all the players became a lot closer as teams, which improved performance in further games.
We then moved to Kuala Lumpur, where we stayed in the nicest hotel we have ever, and
probably will ever, stay in. It was an amazing experience of culture as we were located in the
middle of the city. We experienced the world famous shopping mall in the middle of KL which
had a theme park and even a rollercoaster inside it! The boys of course spent most of their
holiday money here! In both Malaysia and Singapore the pitches that we were playing on were
first class. They even had stadiums so that both the boys’ and the girls’ teams could support
each other playing. The matches in Malaysia still maintained the high quality opposition that we
had experienced throughout the tour, but as we played more and more hockey we developed
as a team and became stronger and stronger.
One of the highlights of the tour was going to the Batu Caves just outside of KL. When we
arrived we were mesmerised by the 200 ft golden statue of a religious figure. Then on the
bus someone shouted ‘monkey’ and we were all now excited to be walking up the 272 steps
whilst being surrounded by around 50 monkeys. Inside the caves were rays of sunlight peeping
through gaps to guide our way around them. It was an amazing experience and everyone
bought a souvenir to remember this day. We then left for Australia. When we arrived at
Melbourne we were hit with an icy breeze as soon as we got off the plane. Many people were
confused because we all thought Australia wouldn’t be a cold country, but it can be. However, it
was refreshing to have the cold crisp air to breath rather than the damp hot air of Malaysia and
Singapore. Also the playing conditions would be similar to those when we play back at Hurst.
In Melbourne we got to see the world famous Melbourne Cricket Ground with a private tour
and a look at the sports museum which was educational for all of us. We also had a trip to the
cinema to watch a film in the evening. We drew against a good hockey side in Melbourne in
which we played well and worked as a team to defend our goal. After the game we had a social
meal with the other team who were all very friendly. We were given water bottles and caps to
remember the games. We then realised that the school that we were playing at looked a lot
like the school in ‘Jamie’ (one of our favourite tv shows). We then learnt that this school was
where it was filmed and many of the girls we just played against were in the show! They gave
us a tour of the set and we were all so excited! An amazing accidental find! We then left for
Perth, our final destination, on what had so far been a fantastic tour. We played at the national
hockey stadium where many international teams had faced Australia. While the girls prepared
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for their match the boys luckily got to see the hockey world cup as Australia hosted it, being
the current champions. After the match we then got to have our surfing lesson which was an
amazing experience. The waves were the perfect size and most people stood up on the board!
Mr Kift impressed us all with his surfing ability and showed all us youngsters up. We then went
to a beautiful beach on our last evening and had our last dinner with awards and prizes. It was
a nice evening but also a sad one as it had now sunk in that all the leavers had played their last
game for Hurst.

The Frett twins defending
It was an unbelievable experience for all the students but especially for Amelia and me because
we both got to play a sport that we love in places that we now love and also people that we
love! We would like to thank the OJ Club for making it possible to go on the once-in-a-lifetime
trip. Without their generosity we wouldn’t have made these unforgettable memories with all
the amazing people on the tour. Hurst students are so lucky to have this support. We are so
proud be to a part of Hurst and we always will be.

Amelia and Georgia Frett
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Alumni Day Saturday 24th May 2014
Over 200 former students, staff, parents and governors attended a Reunion Day at Hurstpierpoint College
on Saturday 24th May.
Visitors toured the campus to view the recent building developments and look at their old boarding
houses. Current students talked to visitors about their experiences of school today.
A special service was held in the College Chapel and guests were welcomed by the Headmaster, Tim Manly:
“Whatever your reasons for coming today, and there will be many, I hope you find what you are looking
for.”

The Choir during the Chapel Service on Alumni Day
Hurst’s World War I Digital Memorial was demonstrated in the new Moore Library. The memorial included
a digital archive of old photographs, the College’s extensive War Register and the entire collection of the
School’s Hurst Johnian newsletters from 1913 to 1918. The archive will be available for alumni to access
online, via a personal log-in.
Deputy Archivist at the College, Mary-Louise Rowland said, “Every document is fully indexed and
searchable by word and category to allow users an interactive way of researching life at St John’s College
during the war years. If the website is popular within the School and with our alumni, we hope to give
wider access to all researchers in future.”
Rupert Ayton, who was a pupil at the College from 1955 to 1958 said, “It was nice to come back and see
old friends.”
Phillip Sherwin, another former pupil said, “The good thing about coming back after so long is it reminds
one of the good times.”
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Jenny Melbourne and Catherine Smith started at the College in 1996, the second year that girls were
able to join the College. They recounted their memories of the changes to school uniform, the food and
sports teams due to the introduction of girls at the College. Next year Hurst will celebrate 20 years of
girls in the Senior School.
The Hurst Society has now been launched and work is proceeding on the website. Once established (due
in Spring 2015) all members of the Hurst community – past pupils, current and former parents, members of
the staff and governors and anybody else interested in the College – will be kept informed about the life of
the College and maintain their connections with the School.
For further information about the Hurst Society, please contact Glenda Bowden during term time at
glenda.bowden@hppc.co.uk or call 01273 833636. Enquiries about the Hurst Digital Memorial may be
directed to archives@hppc.co.uk

Harold Steer and contemporaries on Alumni Day
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Reg Ruddock, Graham Worrall and Graham Croll reminiscing on Alumni Day

Lunch in the Dining Hall
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One of the Hurst Girls at Oxford
Hurst has always encouraged its pupils to participate in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, and this
mentality is something that I and many of my friends have continued to apply to our time at university.
At Oxford old Hurst girls can be seen not only taking part in many college sports teams, choirs and ball
committees but also in a variety of university scale societies from active roles in the Student Union to also
continuing the sporting tradition in the netball and hockey teams.
Throughout my time here I have continued playing sports, representing Keble (my college) in netball and
women’s, men’s and mixed hockey with all the teams doing well in the inter-college competitions (we
retained our mixed cuppers title from my first year and we’re looking to make it a three year streak!). I’m
also one of the Entertainment Officers for my JCR which means that the two other officers and I organise
and put on BOPs (big open parties) in the college bar with music, decorations, drinks and lots of fancy
dress! We also put on other social occasions throughout the terms and play an active role in college life.
Apart from being strongly involved in Keble I’m part of two university-wide societies. Firstly I play for the
Oxford University Hockey Club, representing the 3rd team for the past two years, with two Hurst girls in
the Varsity team last year, and this year I’ve just been moved up to the 2nds. Having always really enjoyed
playing team sports this is one of my favourite activities in Oxford because not only is it great to be able
to continue improving at a sport I love but the club is very sociable and allows you to make friends across
the university.

In addition to hockey my other main society is the Oxford Energy Society. Having joined in first year, I then
became an Events Officer in my second year and finally in my last year I’ve been elected Vice President. I
really enjoy being part of OES as it means I can help decide which speakers we want to host and suggest
any extra trips that I think the members might want to go on. Being involved in this society has allowed
me the exclusive chance to visit the nuclear fusion reactor at Culham which was an amazing experience to
be able to see the technology up close. It has also allowed me to continue to expand my interest in the
energy industry.
I’ve been fortunate enough to be able to try lots of different things at university: attending talks and
seminars on a variety of topics; tutoring local school children in geography; my role as Entz Officer, all the
while being able to carry on doing the things I love including my degree!

Deanna Greenhalgh
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Careers
This has been a fourth year for ‘Careers Hurst’ in that we have increased the number of careers speakers,
which has enabled us to offer a diverse range of talks to our Shell, Remove, Fifth and Sixth Forms. They
have enjoyed speed talk events from careers in PR, Journalism, Event Management, The Land Society,
Financial Services, Medicine, Dentistry,Veterinary, Consultancy, Law, Marketing Communications, IT careers,
Army, Navy, Police Force, Foreign Office, International Security, Finance, Science careers, Sports careers,
Engineering, The Entrepreneur,Yacht industry, TV, Production, Theatre, Writing, Directing and Acting. In
addition we ran workshops and practice interviews for our prospective Vets, Dentists and Medics –
mirroring the experience of university application.

Careers Hurst Work Placements
Our work placement partners offered us positions ranging from a few days to a few weeks, giving our Fifth
and Lower Sixth Form a phenomenal opportunity to experience the recruitment process and ultimately,
if successful, a work placement. 96 pupils submitted their CVs and letters of application, attended an
interview and received feedback. Most of those went on to attend second interviews with our partners,
which resulted in 92 pupils securing a placement this summer covering 123 weeks of experience between
them. This is an invaluable learning opportunity and experience for our pupils, particularly as they get
closer to thinking about their personal statements, university applications/interviews and their futures.

Careers Hurst Speed Talk Events and Workshops

Careers Hurst – working with our OJs
After hosting the launch of the ‘OJ Professional Networks’ at the Fishmongers’ Hall in London last year
where over 80 OJs joined us for a drink – from recent graduates to the retired we have steadily grown our
networking community to 353 members. They represent a diverse set of careers from Tourism Development,
Business Development through to the British Embassy, Lawyers, Land, PR, Journalism, Events Management,
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IT Consulting, Engineering, Financial Services, Marketing Communications and more, keen to make new
connections for their own interests and career development and to support the pupils back at Hurst. The
importance of making connections and new professional links is already evident within the OJ community
and via the support around career choices and development by their engagement with our careers
programme at Hurst, mentoring/coaching leavers and OJs at any stage within their careers and networking.
We are so very grateful to those who have offered to support ‘Careers Hurst’. I hope you’ll agree that
with their help we’ve been able to provide a rich variety of talks from a diverse range of businesses and
experiences and our placement offers are truly valuable.
We would like to continue to grow our placement opportunities and would also welcome offers of hosts
to join our talks programme during the next academic year. If you would like to know more about how
you can help or about the programme itself please do get in touch via email at: tania.fielden@hppc.co.uk
In the meantime, if you’ve not joined our LinkedIn group yet why not join us today? You can join the main
group and one of the sub-groups relevant to your profession.
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=4819335&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=%2Egmp_4819335

Out of the Ordinary Career Paths
As part of a series of articles Will Wild was asked to write something about what he has done since leaving
school.

Will Wild
When I was young boy at Prep school, I used to go to work with my father during the holidays.
My father was a Shooting Instructor at Holland and Holland Shooting Grounds in Northwood, Middlesex.
When my father was out coaching clients I used to sit at his desk and draw.
Art was one of my stronger subjects at school and with a mother being a mural artist I always presumed
I would go down a career path associated with some sort of art or craft. I vaguely remember one of my
father’s colleagues seeing one of my drawings and saying, “If he’s good at drawing he should be an engraver.”
This didn’t mean much to me at the time and it wasn’t until I was leaving Hurst aged 18 that I had to make
a decision, whether I went to Art College or get a job. I decided that I didn’t really want to go into Further
Education, I wanted to get out into the world, so I turned down the place which I had been offered at
Farnham Art College.
I worked alongside my mother painting murals both in England and as far as Spain and Dubai, but the work
for me was very sporadic. My father surprised me by saying he had spoken to the factory manager at
Holland and Holland and arranged for me to have a week’s trial there and have a go at engraving.
For those of you who are unaware, Holland and Holland are one of the world’s finest sporting rifle and gun
makers. As a company they go back to the 1830s and the Holland and Holland name is synonymous with
luxury and prestige. If you went into their shop on Bruton Street in Mayfair and wanted to purchase one
of their flagship ‘royal’ shotguns the price tag would be around £70,000 plus VAT. If you are surprised by
the price it is worth bearing in mind how long it takes to make one of these guns: about 1000 craftsman
hours and two years in total is needed to produce a handmade shotgun.
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I turned up for my first day as an apprentice at the Holland and Holland factory on the Harrow road in
London with a fair amount of trepidation. Here I was, fresh from public school having lived my whole life
in the countryside, being thrown into the lions’ den in a Victorian gun factory! I had images in my head of
a sort of Dickensian workhouse with men with blackened faces like coal miners with dangerous machinery,
but I was pleasantly surprised and relieved to find it was actually quite modern and civilized!
I got on well with the other engravers and people from the other ‘shops’. I was teased about going to
public school and was referred to as the ‘resident posh boy’, but it was all in good faith.
The factory was built in 1900 and has been used by Holland and Holland ever since. When I started they
had about 50-60 craftsmen. It is, I think, the only company that make the whole gun on site rather than
outsourcing the barrels or machine work.
I was taught to engrave by the foreman of the Engraving shop. It took nearly one year before I was allowed
to start on my first gun. I can even remember its serial number for some reason. I worked at the factory
for nearly five years learning various disciplines of engraving.
At Christmas 2004 I left Holland and Holland to go self- employed. I craved to have more flexible hours
and to work from home as I had spent so many hours over the years commuting.
I now work in my workshop at home in Frome, Somerset. I still mainly work for Holland and Holland as
I know their engraving patterns very well. I really enjoy being part of the gun trade. It is a very old and
interesting field to work in. The trade is full of some very colourful and eccentric characters with very
niche interests such as ballistics, cannons, muskets and modern sniper rifles.
In 2012 I became a Freeman of the City of London and a member of the Worshipful Company Of Gunmakers
and was lucky enough to be invited to the lunch at Westminster Hall for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, given
by the livery companies of London. I engrave about 10-14 guns a year and spend about 150 hours on each. It
is very satisfying to see the finished article in the shop in Mayfair, especially when you see the price tag!

Pair of Holland & Holland Royal Over and Unders
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OJ WEBSITE
Please do visit www.theojclub.com for the latest from the Club including:–
Latest news and events
Information on Cricket Week the Golf Society, Lodge and Land Society with key contact details
Find international OJs on our messaging board
Leave messages for lost friends
View the archive of newsletters
Scroll through donated photos, including a great selection from the ’50s
Update your contact information to be included on newsletters and emails

WW1 Cricket Commemoration
Words spoken by Tom Moulton, manager of the OJ
Cricket Week, at 11.30 am on 4th August 2014, 100
years since the outbreak of World War 1… outside
the pavilion which is a memorial to OJs and staff who
were killed during the war.
As we stand here today, 100 years after the start
of the Great War, it is appropriate to consider
the impact that that conflict had on the College
and in particular its cricketers. The link between
the war and Hurst cricket is clear. This pavilion
is the College’s memorial to 108 Old Boys who
lost their lives, with the clock dedicated to the
memory of four masters who died, including the
master i/c of cricket. The Cricket Week itself
founded in 1920 clearly had the shadow of the
war hanging over it. Five of those who played in
the 1914 XI were killed, whilst the nine survivors
all played in the cricket week in the 1920s with
five of the team playing in the inaugural week.
In all, 20 OJs who played cricket in the 1st XI were
killed.
Let us remember them by name and then hold a
minute’s silence in recognition of their sacrifice.

“They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old.
Age will not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.”
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Hurst in 1914
In 1914 Hurstpierpoint College had been in existence for just over 65 years. The Hurst Johnian, quietly
mentioning that it was the oldest continuous public school magazine, proudly proclaimed that it had
reached its 57th volume. Edited by T A Straughan, one of four masters to die on active service, there
were nine issues a year, each one giving a very full picture of all that was happening at Hurst. As far as the
historian is concerned the Hurst Johnian is a veritable gold mine of information – far better, dare one say it,
than many of the issues of the last fifty years.
There were 174 boys in the School – a decrease of nine on 1913 but considerably better than 1905 when
the numbers had dropped to 113. It is important to note that the ages of the boys ranged from 8 to 18:
the idea of a separate Junior House was not to be realised until 1933.
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There were five dormitories (the term ‘house’ was not used until around 1918) and the Dormitory
Masters were the Headmaster – the Rev A H Coombes (Star), H M Parham (Fleur de Lys), P W Scott
(Chevron), H B I Pocock (Red Cross) and R M Willis (Shield). Parham was the Senior Master, a position
he was to hold until he retired in 1931. Scott served the College for 49 years until he retired in 1950,
ultimately managing to combine the roles of Second Master, Bursar and Housemaster. Pocock was another
long-serving master, being at Hurst from 1908 to 1954. Willis, who also ran the cricket, was killed in action
on Vimy Ridge in 1917.

R M Willis Master of Shield
and Master i/c Cricket

Shield Dormitory

Red Cross with H B I Pocock centre
With the exception of the Headmaster’s House, the Chapel and the Sanatorium on the far western
boundary, very little building had been done since 1853. 1914, however, saw the completion of the north
and south transepts of the Chapel. This still left a gap between the Dining Hall and the Chapel, and work
on the Chapel tower, though dreamed of, was still very much in the future. Games were confined to
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the West Field – now covered by the Classroom Block, the Science Labs and the Prep School, and the
North Field. Highfield was acquired later in 1914. It was not until 1919 that the East Field and Ruckford
were purchased.
It is probably fair to say that academic standards were not high although, since his arrival in May 1902,
Coombes had been working very hard to raise standards. The amount of prep had been increased, boys
were now entered for the Oxford Local Exams and there was some stability in the staff. It appears that
there were about half a dozen OHJs in residence at either Oxford or Cambridge, but for the vast majority
any idea of a university education was something for the privileged few.

The Headmaster Reverend A H Coombes
The Easter Term of 1914 began on 23rd January with F L Carter as Captain of School and Prefect of
Hall and ended on 15th April. It was then the custom to end the term after Easter. Despite the efforts of
A C Axe (Master in Charge and Director of Music) the Football season in the Easter Term was not a good
one and only two 1st XI matches were won – against The Masters and the City of London School. The 2nd
and Under15 XIs were even more unsuccessful.
There was an interesting programme of visiting speakers. The Rev T T Norgate spoke about ‘Sicily, the
Land of the Mafia’ and Frank Wild, who was Ernest Shackleton’s second in command on all his Antarctic
expeditions, gave a lecture about Antarctica on 10th February. A year later Wild, Shackleton and the rest of
the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition were beset in the Antarctic ice.
News of old boys was varied: M G Copeman was reported as having slain ‘ferocious savages’ on the
Sudan border while serving with the King’s African Rifles, H L Aylmer had sailed for India to Assistant
Locomotive Superintendent in the Indian State Railways at Lucknow. More prosaically J J Munro was
working in the London and South Western Bank and R M Lascelles, who had left in December 1913, was
reading for the Civil Service exam. Later in the year it was announced that he had been placed 62nd. This
was recognised as a considerable achievement for a boy from Hurst.
The Summer Term began on 8th May, ending on 28th July when the OTC was due to depart for its summer
camp at Aldershot. The Higher Certificate exams began on 13 July and the Oxford Locals a week later.
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N T Bannister and R L Jeaffreson passed the London Matriculation and the four Higher Certificate
candidates – C M C Gurney, A W Hutton, K K Law and J M Rolleston were successful. It was
reported that the Oxford Locals results were creditable – 54 out of 64 passing – but not as good as in 1913.
Further news of OHJs stated that L S Layman was Assistant Engineer on the Pukow, Singyang Railway
in China, R W Maling was coffee-planting in Uganda and enjoying big-game hunting, having recently
‘bagged’ two elephants, and E C Cotching was articled to a solicitor in Horsham, having just passed his
Intermediate.
The cricket season began with a match against the Masters’ XI. By the end of the term the 1st XI had
played 14 matches, winning 7 and losing 7, but it was felt that “promise had been fairer than performance”
although there “had been a slight improvement on that of last year”. In June the magazine noted that, as a
result of the hot weather, the Swimming Bath was well patronised.
In August issue the Hurst Johnian reported that G Perkins who won an Open Scholarship to Hertford
College, Oxford had been awarded a First in Natural Science. W G Heasman had resigned the
Mastership of Eastbourne Foxhounds and A M Chandler was tobacco-planting in Rhodesia.
In August two deaths of OHJs occurred, both of which demonstrate one of the many differences between
life in 1914 and life in 2014. As we have seen, N T Bannister passed the London Matriculation in July.
He went to the OTC Camp in the first week of the summer holiday, returning home in full health and
spirits, but a fortnight later a bad cold brought on bronchitis and he died on 19th August. R R Parris was
at Hurst from May 1906 until July 1913. After a period in Bonn he read for the Cambridge Preliminary
Medical, but in mid-September scratched his hand on a rusty nail. Tetanus set in and he died a week later.
It is a sobering thought how much closer death was then compared with today when so many different
drugs are available.
The mood of the Hurst Johnian changed in the October issue. This was the first wartime issue and
contained a list of 100 OHJs who were serving in the Army and Navy. Of the staff Messrs Willis,
Straughan and Williams were temporarily absent on Active Service. Shield was thus without a
Dormitory Master until January. T F Adamson (later killed on the Somme) was Captain of the School.
The services on St Etheldreda’s Day – 17th October – were fully reported, but they were not a public
occasion. They were followed by a brief Prize Giving. The Play was cancelled and was not revived until
1919. This was in common with many other organisations which suspended their normal activities, feeling
that they were inappropriate in time of war.
Seventeen boys joined the School in September, followed by two in October and in November Frederick
van Vyve – a Belgian refugee – arrived.
The November issue had seventeen pages of war news – lists of 18 serving in the Royal Navy and 130 in
the Army and letters from OHJs on active service. It was also reported that Sergeant Couch, the OTC
Instructor, was at the Curragh instructing recruits. We are told that every member of the School who was
physically fit and of sufficient age had joined the OTC which was commanded by P W Scott. As yet no
casualties had been reported. The obituaries of 108 OHJs and four masters were yet to come.
The Christmas Term ended on 16th December. The ‘stodge’ from the Boar’s Head Feast was donated to
Belgian refugees. The Feast ceased during the War. Wartime economies were imposed but, despite all
the difficulties brought about by the War – staffing problems, food shortages and restricted sporting and
recreational opportunities – Hurst survived. By 1919 numbers had reached 255 and the School was full.
Sadly it was something of a false dawn, but that is another story.

Roger Moulton
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      OTC signallers in front of the Pavilion of North Field

                    The Chapel with the newly completed south transept

The Infirmary (eastern aspect)
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College Archives
A Message to the OJs from M-L Rowland in the Hurst Archives
Does the word Hurst Archives sound stuffy? It really shouldn’t as we are
so lucky to still have them and they are an amazing account of real historical
events seen at a very personal level by our alumni. Did you know Hurst have
one of the very few unbroken series of school newsletters for an independent
school in this country – from May 1858 to present day? I was not aware of
this until I was employed a year ago to digitise the School’s Roll of Honour for
the Centenary of WW1.
As a pilot scheme of how our archives might be presented if funds became
available to fully digitise them all, I commissioned a stand-alone website
dedicated to the 112 Hurst men who died in the First World War which will
go live after half term. We are never closed to receiving further details or photographs.
See www.hurstatwar.co.uk
Thanks to support from the Headmaster and the Bursar I now also work to catalogue the College’s
huge collection of everything from our paintings and silverware but also obviously our documents
and photographs. I also help to deal with the many enquiries which we receive by letter, telephone
and e-mail from outside researchers, staff and pupils. I have started to communicate with staff and
pupils via a monthly email message to remind them of how various traditional events were celebrated
here at Hurst over a hundred years ago – climbing Danny on Ascension Day, The Boar’s Head Feast,
and St Etheldreda’s Day, to name a few. There has been very positive feedback and the Houses now
regularly ask for information or photographs so they can connect with how their House looked in the
past. Some newer members of staff like Mr Liam Agate, also an OJ, have begun reviving old traditions
such as the Masters v Pupils Football Match each October with great success (Masters only lost 1-0 this
year)! Newly created Day Houses are making their own traditions and the importance of the growth
of Girl’s Houses such as Pelican and Phoenix is now being properly documented. I am also amazed at
the information flooding in from our staff in the Estates, Ground, and Catering departments, some of
whom have served at Hurst for over 30 years and are now telling us of their memories of changes on
the estate. If thought appropriate by OJs The Archive could be available for you all to read on-line but
password protected.
Looking to the future, when we finally have a permanent home for the Archives, I intend to carry out
outreach activities in the local community and exhibition work across Sussex to promote our unique
school history as well as giving regular presentations to new students in the Archives Room when they join
the College.
Obviously in our growing College, space is always at a premium, and it may entail a new build to achieve
this. However, the unprecedented national interest in the WW1 centenary has surprised us all that there
is a real public desire to preserve and display the original artefacts and documents of historical importance
for people to actually touch and examine, as well as make them just available digitally.
In my attempt to make the best use of our Archives digitally I have enjoyed huge support from your very
own OJ Secretary, the Marketing team, our very knowledgeable School Historian Martin Williams, and past
keeper of the College Register Roger Moulton. I have only just started to meet you OJs at events and I
was overwhelmed by your enthusiasm. There has already been a significant project suggested by Bryan
Renn and George Hill – to record the memories of OJs who lived through WW2, whether in the armed
services or at school. Led by Richard Taylor-West, prior to his becoming Headmaster at Shoreham College
next year, we are investigating the best method of recording your memories, possibly a documentary film.
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Watch this space.
I look forward to hearing from you by email at m-l.rowland@hppc.co.uk – or you are very welcome to
make an appointment meet me at the College if you would prefer.

Mrs Mary-Louise Rowland, Deputy Archivist

Over 60s Lunch
The 3rd “Over 60s” luncheon was held on Tuesday 4th February at the Oriental Club, London. The date
was changed from our previous October meetings, owing to administration problems at the College.
This resulted in fewer diners than previous years, but the 26 who came enjoyed the usual camaraderie of
Old Johnians. Pre-lunch drinks were followed by a wonderful lunch served in the library of the club.
The Oriental Club not only provides an opulent setting for our lunches, but is a very convenient place to
get to, being just off Oxford Street (Bond Street underground).
Our next lunch is pencilled in for Tuesday 3rd March 2015.
If you would liked to be kept in touch about this, please register your interest with Glenda Bowden at the
College, or send me an email (graham.croll@blueyonder.co.uk).

Graham Croll
Attendees: David Darley, Nick Beauclerk, Graham Croll, Bruce Bartlett, Paul Guy, Col Timothy
Wright, David Chapman, Nicholas Twine, David Wakefield, Gerald Brigg, David Frost, David
Savage, Peter Watts, Paul Ruddlesdin, David Paul, Chirs Gillies, Malcolm Spencer, Rob Dixon,
Brian Jeffrey, David Harris, Alan Porter, Christopher Burleigh, Martin Taylor, Stuart Richie and
Colin Brown.

Drinks Reception at the House of Lords
Almost a hundred Hurst Alumni, School Governors, and Prep School Heads gathered together for a drinks
reception at the House of Lords on Friday 28th March, kindly hosted by Admiral The Lord Boyce KG GCB
OBE DL.
Lord Boyce was appointed First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff in 1998 and Chief of Defence Staff in 2001.
Educated at Hurst College, he is a life peer of the House of Lords, Lord Warden and Admiral of the Cinque
Ports to succeed the late Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother and in 2013 he was elected Master Draper.
It was a perfect opportunity to meet up with OJ friends. After a brief welcome from both Lord Boyce and
the Headmaster, drinks were served in the Cholmondeley Room and terrace, which offered uninterrupted
views down the River Thames.
The evening also included a captivating tour of the House of Lords and the House of Commons, starting in
the impressive Westminster Hall which was completed in 1099 and designed to host great state occasions.
The tour passed through Central Lobby at the heart of the Palace of Westminster and the tour guides
provided fascinating tidbits of information about modern day politics as well as historical details about the
stunning art and architecture.

Debs Treyer-Evans
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Mr Guy Harris OJ, Mrs Harris, Mr and Mrs Hammond

Mr James and Dr Sadhana Brydie, Omar Khot, Sam Burrows, Franklin Wilson

Insurance disclaimer
Your committee wish to point out
that the OHJ Club does not provide
insurance for sporting events.
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SPORT
Golf
OHJGS Report for Winter 2013 and up to 1st August 2014
The Golfing Society has had a busy year, with matches against other Old Boys Societies and the College
team as well as enjoying our own internal meetings.
10th October 2013
We finished 2013 with our regular match against the Old Aldenhamians at Porters Park, near Radlett. This
was an 8-a-side fixture, playing 4 ball better ball (4bbb). It was a close match, but we squeezed ahead in the
last match to win 2½-1½.
8th January 2014
At our AGM in London we decided to provide a new Hurst Golf Cup for the College players to compete
for in their match against the Old Boys at Singing Hills in May. Rob McCowen took on the responsibility
of finding a supplier of this cup and arranging suitable engraving. More anon on this.
10th-13th April – Halford Hewitt
Our first fixture of 2014 was the Halford Hewitt at Royal
St George’s. This competition is between 64 Old Boys’ teams, each
fielding 10 a side. We met Epsom in the first round, who were too
strong for us, and we succumbed 4½‑½. In the Plate Competition
(for 1st round losers) we met Eastbourne to start with, winning 2-1
(the competition for the Plate is down to 6 players), but we lost to
Ampleforth 3-0 in the next round.
30th April v Old Eastbournians at Walton Heath GC
Late in April we played against Eastbourne, in the usual 4bbb format,
and triumphed 3-1. This fixture has been going since 1993, and the
OJs are well ahead in the results.
6th May v the College at Singing Hills GC

OJs v Hurst
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In early May we had a most memorable and pleasant 4bbb match against the College. Despite a busy
calendar the College had mustered 8 players, and after some close matches the Old Boys managed a 3½1½ win. During the same match the College players were also in a Stableford competition (points scoring)
amongst themselves, to see who would be the first winner of the new Hurst Golf Cup. George Mills (7)
and Will Potter (14) tied on 33 points, but it was George who was declared the winner, on a count-back.
He was formally presented with this Cup during a College Assembly. The other 6 College players were
Andrew Paterson (18), Alistair Crunden (4), Alex Cooke (15), Charlie Parsons (9), Matthew Goodwin (18)
and Michael Firth (18).

Presentation of The Hurst Golf Cup
to George Mills

Rick Holgate

14th May – Spring Meeting at West Sussex GC
Our annual Spring Meeting was held at West Sussex Golf Club, where Jeremy Waud (6) took the
honours in the singles, winning the Gibbs Cup with 35 points. Patrick McGahan was second with 33
points. In the afternoon foursomes, playing for the Petherbridge Bowl, Rob McCowen and Jeremy
Waud won with 36 points, closely followed by Patrick McGahan and Rick Holgate on 35 points.
28th May – Derick Fulcher meeting at the Drift GC
At the end of May Derick Fulcher organised the Meeting at the Drift Golf Club, where the players
compete for the Jonathan Baldwin Goblet. It was closely contested, but the winner was John Fraser (19)
with 36 points, and then Rob McCowen (13) with 35 points. Roger Goodacre (17) won the longest
drive, and Rob McCowen nearest the pin.
5th June – Putting at Royal Wimbledon GC
In June there is an inter-schools putting competition at Royal Wimbledon Golf Club, played over 3 evenings.
Despite fielding 4 experienced players we finished last, and now will not reappear in this competition
until 2017.
13th June – Graham Negus golf day at the RAC
In mid-June Graham Negus hosted his annual get together at the RAC Club, Epsom. There were 10
players, including Stuart Hall for the first time with the OHJGS, and a good lunch was enjoyed after 18
tough holes on the Old Course.
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30th June – Tim Baldwin meeting at Harewood Downs GC
At the end of June Tim Baldwin hosted the second meeting at Harewood Downs Golf Club near
Amersham, where there were 8 players, plus Keith Jenkin who joined for dinner afterwards. The best
score of the day was Kit Millington-Hore with 34 points.
10th and 11th July – The Mellin Competition at West Hill GC, Woking
This is a 3 part inter-16 schools competition. The youngsters (playing for the Mellin Salver) have to be 55
and over. The next age group is the over 65s, and they are playing for the Peter Burles Salver. Our golden
oldies have to be 75+, and they are playing for the Bunny Millard Salver.
In the Mellin, we had 3 pairs playing a scratch foursomes match against Cranleigh, but despite a splendid
win by new boy Patrick McGahan and his partner Nick Budge, the team went down 2-1. In the Plate
Competition (for 1st round losers) we fared worse against Oundle, losing 3-0.
In the Peter Burles, a stuffy win by Rob McCowen and his partner Derick Fulcher meant there had to
be a sudden death play-off, and this was superbly managed by the same pair, beating the opposition at the
1st extra hole. This gave the team a 2-1 win. In the 2nd round against Oundle, Willie Welch and partner
David Lenton lost 5-4, and Rob McCowen and Derick Fulcher had a half, and so the team lost 1½-½.
Finally, in the Bunny Millard, Dudley Stratford and Derek Pitt scored 23 points in the early qualifying
stableford round. 26 was the lowest qualifying score.
17th July v Old Canfordians at Stoneham GC
This is an annual fixture played at a great course near Southampton. This year there were 7 a side,
playing 4 ball better ball, and despite a win by John Waterfall and Tim Baldwin, and a half by Dudley
Stratford and David Cole, we went down 2½-1½.
1st August – Summer Meeting at Royal Ashdown GC
We were blessed with excellent weather, and not too hot. In the morning singles on the Old Course the
defending champion, Alex Fleet, again showed the field a clean pair of heels, and won the President’s Cup
convincingly with 40 points off a handicap of 6. His playing partner, Dan Burstow, was second with 35
points. Third was Jeremy Rawlins with 34 points. Alex also won the scratch prize with 34 points.
After a good lunch we all ventured onto the West Course to play foursomes for the Stratford Tazzas.
The winning pair was Rob McCowen and Roger Goodacre, with 36 points, and second was Patrick
McGahan and Rick Holgate with 33 points.
Our next meeting in September is the Autumn Residential, this year being held at Goodwood GC, and
when we are celebrating the 85th anniversary of the Society.
I shall report on this, and many more events, in the next Newsletter.

Rick Holgate
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OHJ Golfing Society
now in its 85th year
The Golfing Society continues to enjoy a strong following in all age groups, and has had another
successful and enjoyable year.
Our team competes against other old boys’ societies at Royal St George’s, Royal Cinque Ports, West
Hill, Brancaster, Royal West Norfolk, Stoneham, Walton Heath and Porters Park, and there are regular
open meetings for our members at West Sussex and Royal Ashdown, as well as various impromptu
games – this year at Harewood Downs, Swaffham and West Surrey – together with an early autumn
residential meeting, held at a different venue each year.
There are several old boys living overseas who join us for a day’s golf when their calendar allows, and
we always welcome new faces, of any age and any golfing standard.
If you are interested, please get in touch, either to register an interest in playing, or merely to receive
the regular newsletters and reports that go out.
Rick Holgate
Society Secretary
Chevron 1960-1965
Email: rdholgate@googlemail.com
01883 730115

Cricket
Cricket Week 2014
Played 8     Won 4     Lost 3     Drawn 1
v Eton Ramblers

OHJ 253-6d

Lost by 5 wickets

ER

v Romany

R 128

Won by 7 wickets

OHJ 129-3

v South Wales Hunts

SWH 200

R Morgan 40, A Jordan 33, J Davies 30
S R J Hall 3-23, G N Wisdom 3-45

Lost by 59 runs

OHJ 141

S P May 35, O K Khot 26, G N Wisdom 22
L Burns 5-35, A Jordan 2-16

254-5

M J Semmence 133*, C F J Viggor 23,
M T Harrison 22
J Townsend 4-78, T Hawke 2-31
T Hawke 118*, J Segall 55
M T Harrison 3-60, A C Scoones 1-38,
D G Burstow 1-47
T Deacon 41*
S T Upton 3-25, D G Burstow 3-25,
A C Scoones 2-18, S R J Hall 2-21
J N Wilkes-Green 43*,
M Campopiano 32, E W Welch 30
D Horsham 2-20
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v Old Rossallians

OHJ 237-3

S J Warrender 110, A P Jenks 60
J Manning 1-40

Won by 62 runs

OR 166

J T Arundel 70*, L C W Williams 57
G N Wisdom 7-29, T Firth 3-33

v Cryptics

OHJ 252-5d

W V Wild 100, M T Harrison 65, O K Khot 49
C Fox 3-71

Match Drawn

C 194-7

J Hamilton 47, M Price 35
J P M Hutchings 4-36, M T Harrison 1-7,
R J Noble 1-38, W A Wright 1-55

v Stoics

OHJ 267-4d

G N Wisdom 110, M M Isepp 59,
O Smith 2-61

Won by 52 runs

S 215

I Harvey 78, A Clarke 75
O K Khot 4-64, B R A Moulton 3-17,
M M Isepp 2-47

v Sussex Martlets

OHJ 303-5d

M Campopiano 131, J H Ludlow 64,
M T Harrison 55*, MJ Semmence 40

Won by 105 runs

SM 198

D S Rebbetts 44, J B Milne 39, G Holman 38,
W V Wild 30,
S R J Hall 4-13, J P M Hutchings 4-30

v Buccaneers

OHJ 197

Lost by 3 wickets

B 198-7

J G Woods 34, S J Warrender 30,
M T Harrison 26
Hobson 3-53, H Mann 3-57
J G Milne 59, L Milne 49, K Ross 36
R StJ Hickman 4-28, M T Harrison 2-38

After a very hot June and July, the weather was certainly less predictable as Cricket Week began, but we
were very lucky. No cricket was lost to weather, despite two bouts of very heavy overnight rain and I am
sure we will look back on it as a week which was sunny throughout. It was certainly an enjoyable week
and one which saw continued success for our “youth policy”. Over the last few years we have managed
to recruit an increasing number of recent leavers, which is of course vital both in maintaining our strength
and in laying sure foundations for the future. Eight of the thirty-eight players used this season were school
leavers in 2013 or 2014, which augurs well.

Action with the cricketers’ encampment on Manyweathers in the background
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We began with a defeat at the hands of the Eton Ramblers and it might be fair to judge us as the architects
of our own downfall. We got off to a flying start, with Chris Viggor out for 23 in the 4th over, and with
Mark Semmence accumulating steadily for his unbeaten 133, we rattled up a healthy looking 253 for 6
in good time and soon had Eton at 53 for 4. Wanting to make a game of it we opened it up a bit, only to
find that we had perhaps opened it up too much and that the door was suddenly rather difficult to close.
The Ramblers lost only one further wicket in overhauling our total. It was a different story on Sunday
though as Romany batted first and succumbed for 128. Sam Upton and Dan Burstow led the way with
3 wickets apiece, and were well supported but Stuart Hall and Aaron Scoones, the latter being back
at Cricket Week for the first time in over 10 years. The game was won comfortably with James WilkesGreen, Hurst’s 2014 captain, making an unbeaten 43 on debut.
Monday 4th August was the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. The Great War
had an enormous impact on the College and in particular its cricketers. The link between the war and
Hurst cricket is clear. This pavilion is the College’s memorial to 108 Old Boys who lost their lives, with the
clock dedicated to the memory of four masters who died, including the Master i/c Cricket. The Cricket
Week itself was founded in 1920 and clearly had the shadow of the war hanging over it. Five of those
who played in the 1914 XI were killed, whilst the nine survivors all played in the cricket week in the 1920s
with five of the team playing in the inaugural week. In all, 20 OJs who played cricket in the 1st XI were
killed. At 11.30 am, immediately before the start of the match against the South Wales Hunts, a short act of
remembrance was held in front of the pavilion. The names of the 20 cricketers who lost their lives, along
with R M Willis (Old Pauline), the Master i/c, were read out and a minute’s silence was observed. With
a sizeable crowd gathered, and both teams lined up in whites, it was a poignant moment in the life of the
College, the Hurst Johnian Club and the Old Hurst Johnian Cricket Club. Moments later the match was
starting with the OJs in the field. The Hunts struggled a little against good bowling, and with Stuart Hall
and Greg Wisdom taking three wickets each they eventually reached 200. ‘50 below par’ might have
been the half time judgment of many a seasoned spectator, but it turned out to be 59 too many as we were
bowled out for a disappointing 141.
On the Tuesday however, the OJs were back to their best. Keen to put Old Rossallians back in their place
after something of a mauling at their hands the year before, we delivered a fairly clinical performance. Led
by Simon Warrender’s century and Andy Jenks’ aggressive 60, we notched up 237-3 and then bowled
our opponents out for 166, with all ten wickets falling to seamers Greg Wisdom (7-29) and Tim Firth
(3-33), whose blend of youth and experience proved irresistible. Buoyed up by this convincing win, we
batted first against the Cryptics on the Wednesday, again making hay. This time it was Will Wild leading
the way with a well-deserved maiden century, and he was well supported by quick runs from Omkar
Khot (49) and Mike Harrison (65). Unfortunately a very slow response from the Cryptics’ top order
meant that a result became less and less likely. Our opponents would not be lured into any trap, no matter
how enticing, and even Bill Baxter was able to deliver 5 overs for the meagre cost of 19 runs. Some
late hitting was not enough to rescue the context and the match ended in a predictable draw, despite the
efforts of Jamie Hutchings who took 4 for 36. The Stoics were our guests on the Thursday and they may
have arrived at the ground in some trepidation following their visit in 2013 when, it may be remembered,
the OJs knocked off 240 runs to win without losing a wicket. They found themselves in the field and were
mightily relieved when Edward Welch became their first victim since 2012. However, they still conceded
a sizable 267-4 as Greg Wisdom added the growing number of centurions in the week with an excellent
110, ably supported by Matt Isepp (59). When the Stoics reached 143 for no wicket, it might have been
imagined that it would be our turn to succumb to an improbable 10 wicket thrashing, but the OJs rallied.
Spin accounted for all ten wickets in an impressive win (Omkar Khot 4-64, Matt Isepp 2-47 and Ben
Moulton 3-17), but it was two catches, one by Will Wild – a crucial one to dismiss opener Ian Harvey
for 78 – and one by Ollie Meredith near the end, which stick in the memory. Runs continued to flow
on Friday against the Sussex Martlets, as Marcus Campopiano became the fifth centurion of the week.
He was supported by Joe Ludlow (still with one more year at school), who made 64 and a typical late,
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brutal assault on the bowling by Mike Harrison (55*). We had amassed an impressive 303 in only 51
overs. Three early strikes by Jamie Hutchings ended any realistic chance that the Martlets would be
able to threaten the target, and we won by 105 runs, with Jamie Hutchings and Stuart Hall taking 4
wickets apiece.
On the Saturday we batted first against the Buccaneers and despite six batsmen passing 20, no-one reached
35, and we were bowled out for a below par 197. Roger Hickman’s 4 for 28 helped to ensure a tighter
finish than our opponents might have sought but they were nonetheless deserved winners. At the tea
interval we were able to remember and pay tribute to Martin Rose, who had lost his battle with cancer
earlier in the year. Martin was a fine cricketer, who captained the School team in 1981. That winter he
led the touring side in India, where, instructed by Michael Mance to bat all day to save the match against
Rajkumar College, he did just that. Later in the 1980s he skippered the OJ touring side in Barbados and led
the OJs to victory in the Brewers’ Cup Final in 1988. A visit from his family during the final afternoon of
Cricket Week enabled his widow,Yvonne, to present to the club a cup commissioned by his former school
teammates, Jonathan Pilgrim and Alastair Subba Row. The cup will be awarded each year to the
person whose contribution to Cricket Week has ‘made a difference’.

Stuart Hall still has the hands!
As always we are enormously grateful to a large number of people who do so much to help. John Maher,
Chris Stock and Chris Procter for umpiring; Roger Moulton, Sam Moulton, Matt Lowndes and
Derek Semmence for scoring; Ken Ross for scoring and taking over umpiring in an emergency; Pauline
Wise and her team for the excellent lunches, sandwiches at tea and, of course the delicious and hugely
welcome cooked breakfasts; Lisa Moulton and many other ladies who helped with the teas; a number of
people who contributed delicious cakes; Dick and Fiona Smart who continue to ensure that the pavilion
was immaculate every day; Neil Sayers and his staff for preparing the pitches; the College’s bursarial
department and, of course, the Headmaster for allowing us to use the College, and for supporting our
venture so warmly.
The following 38 players represented the OJs in Cricket Week this year: Mike Bailey, Bill Baxter, Ed
Blake, Dan Burstow, Marcus Campopiano,Tim Firth, Brad Gayler, Stuart Hall, Mike Harrison,
Roger Hickman, Rupert Hill, Jamie Hutchings, Matt Isepp, Andy Jenks, Omkar Khot, Matt
Lowndes, Joe Ludlow, Peter Masters, Simon May, Patrick McGahan, Ollie Meredith, Alex
Milligan, Ben Moulton, Rob Noble, Jeremy Rawlins, Aaron Scoones, Mark Semmence, Scott
Simkins, Sam Upton, Chris Viggor, Simon Warrender, Ed Welch, Will Wild, James WilkesGreen, Franklin Wilson, Greg Wisdom, Joe Woods, Will Wright.

Tom Moulton
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The Manager and son

Cricketer Trophy 2014
Round One
v Old Georgians

OG

204

H M Grant 54, J D Hardman 41
A C Scoones 4-13, G N Wisdom 3-48

Lost by 47
runs

OHJ

157

M T Harrison 63, K R Singh 34
J Newell 3-17, H M Grant 3-38, A Stanley 3-39

Unfortunately we did not progress beyond Round One this year. Drawn away at St George’s, Weybridge,
the OJs mustered a strong team and travelled with high hopes. We won the toss and inserted the hosts,
who made a solid but slow start against some good bowling by Jamie Hutchings and Rob Noble.
However, having been 108-1, they were bowled out for 204, thanks to some excellent support work from
Greg Wisdom (3-48) and Aaron Scoones (4-13). We fancied our chances, but a collapse from 49-1 to
87-7 left us with far too much to do. A good counter-attacking 63 from Mike Harrison ensured that we
reached the respectability of 157.
Team: Simon Warrender, Greg Wisdom, Krishana Singh, Simon May, Marcus Campopiano+,
Mike Harrison*, Aaron Scoones, Omkar Khot, Rob Noble, Jamie Hutchings, Josh Menzies.

Cup action at St George’s
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Obituaries
We are sorry to have to announce the passing of the following former members of the College during the
last year.

Christopher, John,Vallance James
Died very peacefully after a long and bravely borne illness on 4th February at home in Charmouth, aged 77.
Very much loved husband to Peggy and father to Jeremy, Paul and William. Deeply loved and much missed
by all his family and friends.
I am the eldest son of Christopher James, who has sadly recently passed away.
Dad was a pupil at Hurstpierpoint in the late 1940s, early ’50s and always spoke very fondly of his times
there, in particular taking a very active part in rugby and cricket at the School. For many years he had been
a member of The Hurst Johnian Club.

Jack Gee (Shield 1943-1947)
His prep school was Vinehall near Robertsbridge and the school was
evacuated to the Killerton Estate near Exeter in 1940. He won the top
Open Scholarship to Hurst, which helped our parents to fund his time
there, and he continued his education at Brasenose College, Oxford
reading Modern Greats. I followed Jack to Hurst three years later also
gaining the same scholarship. However, my education was completed at
The Royal Veterinary College in London, qualifying in 1954.
Jack’s son David, who was brought up in Paris with his elder sister, was
also at Hurst for a short time in 1974-76 (Red Cross).

Raymond Gee
I think that the piece in The Baron sums up Jack’s working life quite well:
Jack Gee, a Reuters correspondent in France from 1953 and in Peking from December 1957 until his
expulsion in 1958, has died in Paris.
He died on 29 July after a long illness, aged 85. His family announced the death in a notice in Le Monde today.
Jack covered France more or less for 60 years. His autobiography, published last year, was entitled A Passion
for Paris.
After Reuters Jack worked in the French capital for such British newspapers as the Daily and Sunday
Express, the Daily and Sunday Mirror, The Sunday Times and The Sun. He was Paris correspondent for
Independent Television News (ITN) for over a decade. He was also correspondent in France for the
Jerusalem Post. His daughter Francesca worked for Reuters in Paris for about a decade in the 1980s.
An Oxford graduate, Jack dated his passion for France to a visit to his British boarding school during the
Second World War by Charles de Gaulle. Jack, like former Reuters editor Jonathan Fenby who wrote a
highly successful recent biography of the general, and legendary Paris bureau chief Harold King who the
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general famously once addressed during a news conference as “Mon cher King”, was fascinated by the late
French leader. (So was I. Before joining Reuters, I was a member of a Gaullist militia later disbanded by the
French government under socialist President François Mitterrand.)
Jack adored France and the French, some of them anyway. In his memoirs he recalled that one of his first
assignments in Paris was to attend a news conference by Geneviève de Galard, a young army nurse who
was the only woman at Dien Bien Phu, a French garrison in Vietnam whose fall in 1954 spelled the end to
France’s presence in Indochina. Jack recalled that he fell headlong in love with Mlle de Galard at the news
conference. He bombarded her with love letters for months afterwards, none of which ever received a
reply. Jack was also self-admittedly besotted by film actress Brigitte Bardot.
He was extremely interested in aviation and was the author of Mirage, Warplane of the World, a successful
book about the Mirage line of French combat aircraft produced by tycoon Marcel Dassault. It was
published in Britain, France, Switzerland and Italy.
In his memoirs, Jack recalled how he “triggered fury (leading to expulsion) among the Chinese leadership
for his critical reporting” during his brief assignment to China when he said he was the only Western
correspondent there who was not a member of a Communist party. He added that “Reuters was anxious,
too. The agency feared it could lose huge contracts for the supply of business news to Peking.” As the
French saying goes: Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose.
I first met Jack in the early 1970s, and the more I knew him the more I was impressed by his quick mind,
his amazingly broad culture and his plain kindness. In the past few years, he was confined to his home by
painful health problems. No one who knew him is likely to forget him. He was just an extraordinarily
nice man.

Charles Sydney Gibbs 1938-2014 (Chevron House c1950-1955)
Passed away at home on June 23rd 2014. Much loved father of Nicola and Francis (Chevron 1982-1987),
grandfather to Fiona, Zoe, Pippa and Emma, father-in-law to Abi and widower of Judy.
Charles always held his time at Hurst very dear to his heart. Here he grew a love of Shakespeare, theatre,
and tradition, and would often quote Mr Alban (or ‘Gari…’ as he’d refer to him). He was at the School at
the time Chevron was gutted by fire and kept photos of the aftermath.

Charles Gibbs appearing in Merchant of Venice
– Hurst Dining Hall 1955
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Charles Gibbs the proud
grandfather c2009

He progressed to study Natural Sciences at Cambridge and then worked in science for the rest of his life,
in BOC, then Micron Asbestos, and latterly ITS testing.
Having left Cambridge, he settled in Guildford where he enjoyed family life, living there for the best part of
50 years, the last 46 of them in the same house. His love of Shakespeare and theatre endured, and over the
last 15 years (after the children grown up and moved on) was a regular theatre goer, often making as many
as 3 trips a week to see plays around the Guildford area. Charles also had a number of other passions – he
was an ardent supporter of the Sussex County Cricket team throughout his life, a pet lover with a who
was ruled by his cats and dogs over many years, and in later life discovered the delights of travel, with a
particular love of Scotland and Cornwall, although he also explored places as far away as the Antarctic and
the Galapagos.
He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.

Martin Rose
(Words spoken by Jonathan Pilgrim during
Cricket Week)
I would just like to take a couple of minutes
because I know many of you here, both
Buccaneers and OJs, will know and will have
remembered Martin Rose. Martin was a friend
of mine when we were at school. We went all
the way through the school together and he
ended up playing three seasons in the 1st XI,
captaining the School 1st XI and was a really
fantastic cricketer.
He then went on and captained the School
side to India and then also was part of the OJ
side that went over to the Bahamas. He was
a very successful cricketer both at school and
for the OJs, and very sadly and unfortunately
Martin died earlier this year and a number of us
here present went to his funeral. The church
that we went to was absolutely packed. There
must have been 2 to 300 people there. One
of the things that was most poignant about
that service was that Alistair Subba-Row
and I were sitting next to each other when the
priest was reading out some of the letters of
commemoration and some of the eulogies, and
one of the things that really struck Alistair and
Yvonne Rose presenting the
me was when the priest told us that every day
“Martin Rose I Made a Difference Cup”
Martin would say to his two children, Matthew
and Jessica – have you made a difference? And that was the thing: Have you made a difference? And the
reason that struck Alistair and me was that it wasn’t about, have you won? It was, have you done your
best? It was really that thing of making a difference. So when we were driving back Alistair and I came
up with the idea about how wonderful it would be if we were to have a kind of memorial to Martin, if
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we could have a trophy or a cup that could be presented each year at Cricket Week to the person, not
necessarily the cricketer but to the person who has made a difference, who has made the most difference
during Cricket Week. So we formulated that idea and I got in touch with Yvonne, Martin’s widow, and
asked her permission as to whether she thought that would be ok, and I’m very glad she said that it was.
So we invited Yvonne and Matthew and Jessica and Mr and Mrs Rose down here today to present a cup
which we are going to get presented to Tom in a minute so that the OJs can award this each year to the
person who has made the greatest difference.
Just before I do that I would like to read out a note Michael Mance wrote, who emailed Tom earlier
in the week when he knew we were doing this. Michael said of Martin, “He was a fine cricketer and an
excellent captain and most importantly a lovely chap.” His wonderful innings at Rajkumar College lives in
the memory.

Peter Carl Elliott – Deceased 2nd June 2012
Peter provided the following wording to be included in the OJ newsletter:–
“At Hurst from Lent 1947 until Summer 1951 in Shield House. Vice Captain PT; Coloured Sgt in CCF;
Editor Hurst Johnian; 1st Rugby (XL Colours); (1st Hockey (1st Colours and Hon. Sec); Athletics team
(½ colours); a house prefect. In National Service in the Royal Engineers, then Royal Sussex 1st Battalion
as Commissioned Lieutenant 1951-1953; in the T A 4/5 Cinque Ports Battalion. Royal Sussex Regiment.
Admitted November 1958 as a Solicitor. Assistant solicitor in a firm in Malmesbury and Tetbury, Wilts
until 1962 when he started his own legal practice at Wroughton and Cricklade, Wilts until 1989 when he
retired due to ill health. He served Wroughton Parish Council for 17 years, and Chiseldon Parish Council
for 2 years. Married with three children – two girls and one boy. Played hockey as goal keeper for 44
years with 1st team Brighton and Hove hockey club and Sussex County; later other hockey clubs mainly at
Swindon hockey club 1st team, Wiltshire County and The Veterans – he retired from hockey aged 57. Peter
was in touch with J Mikey Ellis who was at Hurst in Fleur de Lys (later in Canada) 1946-1950).”

Hugh Franks
Hugh was born in Richmond, Surrey. He followed his elder brother to Hurst in 1936 and was a member
of Chevron. He played rugby, hockey and cricket for the School and ended up as Head of School, leaving
in 1942. After Hurst he was at Sandhurst, and then joined his regiment, the 13th/18th Royal Hussars, with
whom he took part in the Normandy to the Baltic campaign in World War Two. He was twice mentioned
in despatches for bravery.
After the war he was part of British Army of the Rhine from 1945-47 and was then a lecturer and
instructor for the Army, leaving in 1950. He became executive director of a small successful business. He
also worked as a public relations consultant and director of a small recruitment consultancy, lecturing,
recruiting and writing articles, before becoming a professional writer. He has over eleven works to his
credit; these include “What’s the Point of Acupuncture?” and a best-selling biography “Will to Live”, which
won a US literary prize in 1980. He also wrote The Longest Night, an ingenious study of the dangers of
complacency. His output also included three plays.
He was a man who believed in truth and freedom and could never accept half measures, but above all he
had a great sense of humour. A fine man who was married to his devoted wife Judith for 50 years and they
lived in Hastings and then near Perpignan in France.
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Peter Maurice Michael Sasson, 31st August 1948 – 5th March 2014, aged 65
It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of Peter Sasson.
Peter came to Hurst in Michaelmas 1962. He was one of a small intake of just seven in Star and is now
regrettably the third to have died in the last year. By the summer of 1967, Peter became a house prefect,
was a prominent member of the athletics team and was awarded his colours for his discus prowess.
He left in the summer of 1967 and went to West London University where he read modern languages.
Thereafter, he became a true global traveller living initially in France and Italy. He then moved to Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia and finally settled in Sydney, Australia. Peter specialised in insurance, initially in marine and
latterly corporate health. In Australia, he was General Manager of FAI Health and President of the Private
Intermediaries Association. He was a true bon viveur, a great cook, a keen diver and a world class skier.
Peter was diagnosed with cancer in October 2012 but never let the disease get him down and he
continued to live life to the full until his sad death in March.
He is survived by his first wife Jean and his second Julie, to whom he was married for the last 26 years.

Richard Glass (Star 1949)
Was born in London and attended Hurst as a boarder
although his family lived locally at Burgess Hill. After Hurst
and with a love of good food cultivated by his mother he
trained at the prestigious Westminster College, Hospitality
Training School in London. After completing his National
Service in the Royal Army Catering Corp, he first worked
at the Criterion Restaurant in Piccadilly, and later at
the George Hotel in Colchester where he met his wife
Margaret.
To further his knowledge and culinary skills he spent a year
in Paris at the Le Mediterrane, where he met and served
many famous guests, including the then French President,
Vincent Auriol and his wife and daughter. Marlene Dietrich,
Ginger Rogers and Nat King Cole were but a few of the
other famous patrons whom he served. At one private
function he attended to the Duke and Duchess of Windsor
(Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson). Whilst in France and
keen to learn as much about wines and spirits as well as cuisine he also worked at the Domino Hotel in
Perigeux in the heart of the Bordeaux wine country, and also at the famous Martell Brandy distillery.
After the George Hotel, Richard continued his career in hotel management in Wisbech, Bath, and Bolton
before finally running his own hotel in Blackpool, which he ran with Margaret. After her death he semiretired to Northamptonshire in 1987 and took up his second love of gardening, attending to the gardens
in his local village of Stanion and the surrounding area. Shortly before his death this year he returned to
Bolton.
He is survived by his 3rd wife Josie, his eldest son Nicholas, grandchildren Lisa and Alexandra and greatgrandson Cameron.
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Roger Peckham, 8th March 1945 – 19th October 2013
The Old Smithy, The Green, Ashill, Norfolk
I am not sure of the years he was at Hurst College but I do remember him saying his house was Fleur
de Lys. He attended the Junior School and for a short while the Senior School. After leaving school he
worked as an Electronics Officer in the Merchant Navy. He was married with three children and four
grandchildren.

Wendy Peckham

Terence Leslie (Les) Eadon, 23rd November 1948 – 22nd August 2013, aged 64
Les came to Hurst in Michaelmas 1962. He was one of a small intake of just seven in Star, including myself.
By the Michaelmas term of 1966, he was made House Captain and it was noted in The Johnian that he
displayed “the right stamp of tyranny”. In fact Les was a thoughtful and diligent guy with immense integrity.
Perhaps these characteristics were recognised by the then Headmaster Roger Griffiths, when he made
Les School Captain in the Lent term – a surprise to many but not to me. Les played an active part in the
School’s sporting endeavours in the 1st XV rugby and 1st X1 hockey teams and was captain of swimming.
He loved the guitar and was frequently heard playing in the Star shower room – excellent acoustics!
He left in Summer 1967 to read Botany and Zoology at Exeter University and graduated in 1971. He also
took a Dip Ed to improve career prospects. Spending ten years in the Middle East, where his father was
stationed, Les was a chemical engineer and often worked on oil rigs. He emigrated to Australia in January
1979, to ensure his father got the best hospital care – typical of the man.
After ten years teaching, Les set up his own company in the computing industry in the Margaret River
region, where he assisted most of the winemakers in the area. Over the years, not only did this develop in
to a thriving business, but he became one of the prominent members of the Margaret River community. In
2005, he contracted a very rare form of cancer, but kept fighting the disease until his sad end.
I caught up with him on Facebook in 2009 after many years. He seemed unchanged and he told me how
much he valued Hurst. He described it as his “home” at the time. Peter Sasson, another of the Star intake
of seven in 1962 and now living in Sydney, caught up with Les in 2012. They had not seen each other for 45
years and needless to say their reunion was very emotional. They spent the weekend reminiscing on their
time at Hurst. Les was his usual happy self, full of life and as always smiling despite his ailment.
He leaves a wife Lynne and Olivia, his daughter.
I also have to report the death of Jeff Steddon, another of the Star 1962 intake, who died suddenly in
February 2012.

Peter Marsh (Chevron). Left Hurst in 1944. Died 21st February 2014
Peter Marsh, a leading Dover and East Kent architect before his retirement, died in hospital at Ashford on
Friday (21st) six days after his 88th birthday.
Mr Marsh, of Temple Ewell, was the Surveyor to the Fabric of Canterbury Cathedral from 1969 to 1991
while he and his Castle Street-based Dudley Marsh architectural practice was responsible for the design of
a number of buildings at Dover’s Eastern Docks.
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Educated at St John’s College, Hurstpierpoint and the University of Edinburgh, he served as a very young
naval officer, in the RNVR, in the months immediately after the 1939-45 war.
In 1952 he joined the family architectural practice at Canterbury and Dover. He was chairman of the
Canterbury branch of the Royal Institute of British Architecture (RIBI) in 1969 and later served on a
committee of the European Cathedrals’ Association. He was also called upon, as chairman of a panel, to
advise on the fabric of Rochester Cathedral.
Mr Marsh was a Freeman of the City of London and a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Masons.
He was elected President of Dover Rotary Club in 1974 and, joining the club in 1958, he was the club’s
oldest member.
Mr Marsh was married twice and twice a widower. He had three sons and one daughter from his
two marriages.

Peter May Died on 2nd October 2014
He entered Star House in September 1953 and left in 1958. Peter had a number of interests in school
which made him a popular member of the House. He maintained his friendships established at Hurst for life.
On leaving school he embarked upon a career as an Architect (Art had been one of his strong subjects at
Hurst). However, architecture was not his vocation. A spell with an Industrial Catering Company followed,
but that was not to be his calling. Within a short while he joined a small firm (later it became one of the
City’s largest) as a trainee solicitor. He enjoyed the work and took an active interest in the Newcastle
Law Society. He was a trustee of a number of public trusts. Of his public appointments, the one that gave
him great pleasure was that of Honorary Consul for the Netherlands in Newcastle. The tasks were many
and varied from visa and passport matters to arranging for visits to the North East by members of the
Netherlands Royal family. On his retirement from that office he was appointed a Knight in the Order of
Orange-Nassau.
He was a wonderful and loyal friend for over 60 years. He leaves a widow, Sue and two daughters to
whom we send out condolences. 

David Savage OJ

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

OJ Socks

Sunday 30th November 2014, 7.00pm
Advent Procession
School Chapel

OJ long socks in OJ country colours
Order now, available from stock.
Price per pair (incl. p & p): £10.99

Tuesday 3rd March 2015
Over 60’s Luncheon
Details to follow

Cheques made payable to Hurst Johnian
Club please. Please send your order to:
The Club Administrator,
Hurstpierpoint College,
College Lane,
Hurstpierpoint,
West Sussex BN6 9JS
and include details of the number
of pairs required and delivery address.

Saturday 4th July 2015
Hurst Society Summer Ball
Details to follow
A separate full calendar of events for the
coming year will be mailed to members.
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125th OJ Dinner at the Brighton Pavilion Friday 17th October
A full report of the 125th Dinner will appear in the next issue but it is worth noting that all the tickets for
this event were sold some weeks before the event.

Ray Taylor (left Hurst 1940) with the Captains
of School Martha Powell and Rob Cope, who will
leave in 2015

Mr and Mrs Nigel Philpott

The Brigg family generation game!
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George Hill, Susan Hall, Graham Negus and Sue Hill

The Hanson and Thomas table
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Ruddlesdins and Harrisons

The Head and Mrs Manly with Debs and Julian Treyer-Evans
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CONTACT DETAILS
If you have changed your address recently we would be grateful for the details so that the Club can
remain in contact with you. You can do this either by post or by email to the Club Administrator,
Mrs Glenda Bowden, c/o. Hurstpierpoint College, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 9JS, or glenda.bowden@
hppc.co.uk
Change of Address:
Name (BLOCK CAPITALS, please) �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
New Address ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Current email address:
We are anxious to improve our communication with members of the Club and email is a vital tool in this
respect. We have to restrict ourselves to two or three mail shots a year so email and the website (www.
theojclub) are used for sending out late and revised information. The more email addresses we have the
better our lines of communication will be. Needless to say, all emails are sent out “blind” and under no
circumstances will the Club divulge any email addresses to a third party.
Name (BLOCK CAPITALS, please) �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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