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Editorial
As I write the summer, and therefore the cricket season,
is drawing to a close. England had a successful series of
test matches against Sri Lanka and India playing real
cricket. Sadly I have been advised that Hurst’s cricket
has fallen into the realm of “overs cricket”. The only
1st XI matches which were proper declaration or timed
games were against clubs; all the games against other
schools were limited overs contests.
Why an editorial on this topic, you may well ask.
Well, first of all I believe that this situation echoes
life; everything has to be instant … from coffee to
communication; from ready meals to news from
around the world. In the cricket context what is lost?
Oh, so much! The excitement of a tense “last stand” to
save a game is gone; the calculation of when to declare
is lost. Then there is the awful anti-climax when, with
many overs still to be bowled, there is no chance of the
batting side reaching their target, so boredom sets in.
Worst of all, however, is the culture of bowlers trying
to prevent runs being scored rather than take wickets.
Games should be played to win, and the best way to
win is to attack!
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Editorial continued
I am not totally reactionary, and
I realise that “overs” cricket is
necessary in cup competitions, but
this is not necessary in normal inter
school or inter club matches.
Happily, in the OHJ cricket week
eight proper cricket matches are
played. Not every one is full of
excitement, but at least the games
are genuine as they have been since
1920. Finally, we must never forget
that while the result of a match is
important, the spirit in which it is
played is vastly more so.

George Hill, Editor

Insurance disclaimer –
Your committee wish to point out
that the OJ Club does not provide
insurance for sporting events.
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Sport
CRICKET WEEK 2011
Another wonderful Cricket Week
was enjoyed by many. There were
some eventful matches and plenty
which went the distance, producing
some good finishes. Perhaps the most
remarkable game of the Week was the
opener against the Eton Ramblers.
Despite an inauspicious start, with
two of the Ramblers arriving late after
cycling from Pimlico, a fascinating game
unfolded. The OJs, batting first, put
the Eton bowling to the sword, posting
a mammoth 323 for 3, with Ed Welch
making 103 in his first game for several
years and some big hitting by Tom
Harrison (53) and Chris Viggor (86).
However, these contributions looked
insignificant against the 242 not out
compiled by Eton opener, Tom McCall,
as the Ramblers romped home to win
by 7 wickets. Several records were
broken: 242 was the highest score made
in Cricket Week either by an opposition
batsman or an OJ ( J.G. Youngman’s 190
set in 1933 was the previous best); 326
for 3 was almost certainly the highest
successful run chase in Cricket Weeks
and it is likely that McCall’s score is also
a ground record. The highlight of his
innings was undoubtedly the moment
when Bill Baxter, having been brought
on to tempt the batsman with his
flighted deliveries, went for 34 in one
over (6,6,6,6,6,4).

Cricket continued
Sunday saw the OJs in the semi-final
of the Cricketer Trophy, where they
beat King’s Canterbury by 9 runs (see
separate report). The next match,
against the South Wales Hunts, was
a high scoring thriller. Set 269 to
win, contributions of 86 from Mark
Semmence, 39 from Simon Warrender,
37 from Nick Creed brought the OJs
close. A fighting 57 not out from Tudor
Carr almost saw us home but we fell 3
runs short, proving that drawn games
can be very exciting. Another total of
over 300 against the Old Rossallians
brought back memories of the batting
paradises of the 1980s. This time it
was chiefly due to a whirlwind 92 from
Mike Harrison, but Mark Semmence
(69) and Nick Creed (82) made major
contributions too. In reply Rossall
made 275 but the OJs were only able
to take 5 wickets. On Wednesday
general fitness levels and fatigue meant
that we were only able to muster 181
against fairly strong Cryptics attack.

That was only possible thanks to
some serious wagging by the tail, with
youngsters, Josh Menzies (59 not out)
and Rob Noble (20), showing the senior
pros how to do it. Rob Noble then
spearheaded a spirited fightback in the
field, taking 5 for 64 as the Cryptics
were made to work for their runs, only
winning by 3 wickets in the end.
Sadly Thursday was a wash-out in an
otherwise perfect week of weather. The
Stoics, revamped after their no-show
last year, brought down a good side
but no play was possible. However, a
splendid lunch was enjoyed by all, with
fine wine provided by our guests.
Normal meteorological service was
resumed on Friday, as we enjoyed a
fine game against the Sussex Martlets.
The wicket played well again and the
Martlets were able to set the OJs 259,
despite Derek Semmence’s spell of 3 for
23 (playing as an OJ on this occasion).

Bill Baxter takes his sweater after ‘that over’
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Cricket continued
The OJs made a good fist of chasing
the runs but despite a superb captain’s
innings of 101 fell short, losing by 19
runs.
A lack of available numbers meant
that even the Manager had to play on
Saturday. However the batting was
still very strong, and we posted 263
for 3, thanks to a century from Mark
Semmence and contributions from Tom
Harrison (62) and Chris Viggor (41).
With no recognised seam bowling at
our disposal, the skipper called on Chris
Viggor, who had not bowled since his
Junior School days, to do the job. He
responded with two very good spells,
taking 5 for 70, to round off the week
with victory over the Buccaneers by 41
runs.
It was a highly successful Week and one
which saw the emergence of a number
of young players who, I hope, will give
us a lot more cricket in the years ahead.
In one match we had 6 Duck Club
candidates in the team, usually a sign of
youth rather than of batting ability.
We are indebted, as always to a large
number of people: John Maher, Chris
Stock and Ken Ross for umpiring;
Roger Moulton, Peter Stock, Ken Ross,
Derek Semmence, Matt Lowndes, Sam
Moulton and Patrick McGahan for
scoring; Pauline Pedrido-Wise (who
stood in so ably for Jenny Honeywood)
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and her team for the excellent meals;
my wife and many other ladies who
helped with the teas; a number of
people who contributed delicious cakes;
Dick and Fiona Smart who ensured
that the pavilion was immaculate every
day; Neil Sayers and his team for
preparing some excellent pitches; the
College’s bursarial department and the
Headmaster for allowing us to use the
College.
The following played in the Week:
Mike Bailey, Bill Baxter, Thom Brown,
Dan Burstow, Tudor Carr, Nick
Creed, James Ebdon, Greg Haines,
Mike Harrison, Tom Harrison, Matt
Hastwell, Roger Hickman, Rupert
Hill, Omkar Khot, Josh Levene, Matt
Lowndes, Steve May, Harry McGahan,
Patrick McGahan, Josh Menzies, Ben
Moulton, Tom Moulton, Rob Noble,
Jeremy Rawlins, Mark Semmence, James
Shillaker, Peter Stokes, Luke Tarr, Chris
Viggor, Simon Warrender, Will Wild,
Joe Woods.

Cricket continued

2011 Cricket Week
Results
v Eton Ramblers Lost by 7 wickets
OJs 323-3d 
ER 326-3

E Welch 103, Viggor 86, T Harrison 53
McCall 242*, Hastwell 1-35,
M Semmence 1-41

v Romany
v South Wales Hunts

Cancelled
Drawn

SWH 268-3d
OJs 265-6
Morgan 100*, Sidford 67, Portz 46,
Noble 2-49
M Semmence 86, Carr 57*, Warrender 39,
Creed 37

v Old Rossallians

Drawn

OJs 314-4d 
OR 275-5
M Harrison 92, Creed 82, M Semmence 69
Dyson 68*, Preston 58, Facer 55,
Brown 2-54, Woods 2-66

v Cryptics

v Stoics
Cancelled – rain
v Sussex Martlets  Lost by 19 runs
SM 257-9d 
Davies 126, D Semmence 3-23,
H McGahan 2-37,
Carr 101, Viggor 41, Gane 3-53

OJs 238

Won by 41 runs

OJs 263-3d 
B 222
M Semmence 127*, T Harrison 62,
Viggor 47
Atwell 61, Mann 63, Viggor 5-73, Woods
3-53

Played
Won
Drawn
Lost

Saturday 4thAugust

v Eton Ramblers
Sunday 5th August

v Romany

Monday 6th August

v South Wales Hunts
Tuesday 7th August

v Old Rossallians
Wednesday 8th August v Cryptics
Thursday 9th August

v Stoics

Friday 10th August

v Sussex Martlets
Saturday 11th August v Buccaneers

Lost by 3 wickets

OJs 131 
C 183-7
Menzies 59*, Noble 20, Ireland 5-20,
Balcombe 3-68
Noble 5-64

v Buccaneers

OHJ Cricket Week
Dates for 2012
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Cricketer Trophy 2011
Following the demise of the Brewers’
Cup a few years ago, the Cricketer Cup
organisers have set up a competition for
aspiring schools, called the Cricketer
Trophy. Eight schools are involved and
the OJs won the inaugural trophy this
year.
Results
v Old Westminsters (1st Round)

Won Bowl Out 3-0
M T Harrison (Captain), T P Harrison,
C F Viggor, T J Jarvis, J J Levene,
S J Warrender, T G Brown, A N Pearce
(Wkt), J Thompson, N J K Creed
5

Cricket continued; Hockey
v Old King’s Scholars (Semi-Final)

Won by 9 runs
OHJCC 275 

OKS 266-7

M T Harrison (Captain), T P Harrison,
C F Viggor, T J Jarvis, J J Levene,
S J Warrender (Wkt), J Thompson,
W V Wild, D Burstow, T R Carr,
J W Menzies
v Denstone Wanderers (Final)

Won by 64 runs
OHJCC 196

DW 132

S J Warrender, R Noble, T G Brown, J
W Menzies, M J Semmence, K R Singh,
T J Jarvis, T P Harrison, G. Jenks,
J J Levene, C F Viggor

Hockey
The OJ Hockey side beat the College
1st XI in a fast paced game on a Friday
evening under floodlights at Hurst. The
OJs ran out victorious once again 4-0
with some fine goals. After running
this fixture for a number of years the
manager is passing it on to a Tom
Harrison to keep some youth in the side!
Thank you to all who played and have
played over the years I have been doing
it and hope to see you still on the pitch
next year. If you would like to play
please get in touch with Tom (tom@
seethat.co.uk). The fixture date has not
been organised yet but it is usually at
the end of the Easter term.

Cricketer Trophy 2011
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Golf

Golf
26 February Halford Hewitt Warm up
We enjoyed our annual pre season
Halford Hewitt warm up at Royal
Cinque Ports GC at Deal and Royal
St Georges in Sandwich – host to this
year’s Open Championship in July. It
was good to get Mike Harrison out for
part of the weekend and, for the first
time at our trials, Mark Semmence.
Most of the hard core team were
available for all or part of our two
day trip and as usual we stayed at the
recently refurbished Kings Head pub
in Deal. Naturally after 36 holes of
practice in dry but cold conditions at
Deal, we were in need of a wine tasting
followed by a curry and a little dancing
in ‘Rivals’ to entertain some of the

The new Society blazer gets its first airing at
Royal St Georges in Sandwich

rather bemused locals! – Semmence
went on to demonstrate his passion for
Sambucca shots!
Saturday saw a disappointingly wet
round at Royal St Georges – all bar
‘The Colonel’ and Secretary ‘Tricky’
only managed 9 holes of battling the
elements – fortunately the Colonel’s
‘Bat Man’ had packed spare everything
so he was fine!

OJ Hockey side, March 2011
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Golf continued
Haileybury and St Pauls were also
down practising and making final team
selections like ourselves.
Lunch was excellent as ever and we
managed a team photo in the bar
resplendent in our new blazers – photo
courtesy of Sam Smale from Haileybury
who found himself in the right place
but at the wrong time!
11th April Halford Hewitt
We have just completed our annual
Halford Hewitt inter-school
competition at Royal Cinque Ports
Golf Club at Deal. The weather
was scintillating in the three days
from official practice on Wednesday
through to us bowing out in the Plate
competition on Friday – sun cream
every day!
Last year’s winners, Clifton, went out
in round one to Eton. The semi-finals
saw Malvern beat Charterhouse and
Watsons beat Tonbridge – the final saw
Watsons come in ahead of Malvern by
3.5 to 1.5 – their weakest match result
in the tournament!
Our golf with some exceptions was less
scintillating – Paul ‘Windmill’ Turrell
and Alex ‘The colonel’ Taylor played
very well and recorded a substantial
victory, and Russell Ogden and Ed
8

Welch managed a good half (a game
they would probably have won had
it not been brought to a premature
halt as we could no longer win the
match). The others showed signs of
potential but never really got a grip of
their games and the opposition frankly
always looked in control. Statistically
Downside are slightly better and they
have had a recent resurgence after
getting through two rounds in 2010.
Our fresh strategy of splitting up the
long term pairing of Waudo and Danny
Boy seemed a great idea on Wednesday
night after dinner – less so after they
both lost the next day!
We were reduced to a select collection
of seven available golfers for the Plate
competition on Friday – a combination
of work and stag weekends calling away
four of our first round players. Rick
Holgate and Paul Turrell achieved a
fantastic result winning by 6/4 against
Winchester. Waudo and Masters
were drawn against Claudio Counsel
– successful member of the Oxford
Varsity side and a previous winner of
both the German and Italian amateur
championships, not what we needed!
Our club dinner at our accommodation
at Romney Hard in Littlestone was
again successful – we enjoyed an
extensive wine tasting on Wednesday
evening followed by Waudo and
Danny Boy’s Coquilles Saint Jacques

Golf continued
– complete with Dungeness nuclear
Scallops!
It was pleasing to see a newcomer to the
ranks in the form of Mark Semmence.
Let’s hope he builds on the experience
of the event and plays more golf before
again earning his place in next year’s
team.
v Old Eastbournians
Played at Walton Heath on Thursday
5th May 2011
6 pairs per side playing foursomes
match-play, off handicap.
On a lovely late Spring afternoon the
teams of 12 a side prepared for their
19th encounter.
So far the OJs had won 10 matches, the
OEs 6 matches, and the remaining 3
had been drawn.
Eastbourne were keen to get one back,
and their captain Mark Winstanley
had assembled a useful squad. This,
however, was not to be Eastbourne’s
year. John Waterfall and Paul
Ruddlesdin were first out, and after
a tight match emerged winners by 1
up. Steve Waud and Simon Clapham
followed, and cruised to a comfortable
victory by 7/5. Third out was the strong

pairing of Jeremy Waud and Roger
Goodacre. Jeremy’s long game wore
down the opposition, and a 5/3 win was
posted. Next out of the blocks were
Dan Burstow and Robert Scull. Early
in the match one of the Eastbourne
pair succumbed to a back injury, and
after his partner had renegotiated
the strokes given, he managed to play
below his handicap and finished 2
up. Graham Negus and Rick Holgate
were too consistent for the Eastbourne
captain and his partner, and managed
a fairly comfortable 4/2 victory. Last
but not least, this year’s captain,
Patrick McGahan, and his partner Bob
Carter proved a little too tough for the
Eastbourne pair, and came in as 2 up
winners. So, a comfortable 5/1 win
for Hurst, and Eastbourne are already
selecting next year’s team for this very
popular event.
After changing, the teams enjoyed
the culinary arts of the Walton Heath
chef, starting with Coquille St Jacques
Mornay, followed by Serrano wrapped
Tenderloin of Pork, and his magnificent
finalé dessert of Grand Marnier Orange
Soufflé with white chocolate marmalade
ice cream. Fantastic.
Is it any wonder this fixture is oversubscribed?
Jovial speeches by both captains
rounded off a most enjoyable event,
9

Golf continued; Rugby
with the OJ match captain Jeremy
Waud proudly retaining the coveted
“Sussex 2 Iron” now in the safe keeping
of this year’s captain, Patrick McGahan.
Well done Hurst.
23rd May OHJGS Spring Meeting
On Wednesday a slightly smaller
gathering of 14 OJs and 1 guest enjoyed
the fantastic facility at Pulborough.
Last year we were joined by 4 of the
College students, and were hoping to
repeat the invitation this year. Alas,
exams got in the way, so we will catch
up with the students at the match
against the College before their term
ends.
The morning round was a singles
competition for the Gibbs Cup.
This was a close-run encounter, with
Rick Holgate taking the honours by
one point from Dan Burstow. Dan,
however, had the satisfaction of winning
the Scratch prize, and Tim Baldwin,
next year’s captain, won the Veteran’s
Tankard.
After the usually splendid Pulborough
lunch, battle recommenced with
a foursomes stableford for the
Petherbridge Bowl. There used to be
a pair of Bowls, so that each winner
could take home a trophy, but one was
stolen a few years ago, and a worthwhile
10

replacement would be uneconomic
to produce. Honours went to Jeremy
Waud and Dan Burstow with 34 points,
with Derick Fulcher and Derek Pitt
second with 31 points.
We were pleased to be joined by
Michael Tims for the first time, but
a stumble in the heather during his
morning round caused an ankle injury,
and he decided to call it a day whilst
enjoying his crème caramel.
A good day was had by all, and our next
meeting is at The Drift on 9th June,
where we compete for the magnificent
Baldwin Goblet.
More match reports, photographs and
even films can be viewed on the Golf
Society pages at www.theojclub.com
(follow the link to OHJGS).

RUGBY
Nick Paddenburg hopes that the
Christmas rugby match against the Old
Brightonians will go ahead.

OJ Website; Land Society

OJ Website
The following was received from the
Vice-President, Joe Bell:
On behalf of the President and
members of the committee I would like
to extend to Christopher Robinson
our heartfelt thanks for the long
hours he has put into the OJ website.
Christopher was instrumental in
understanding the wealth of data
available on the old website and tireless
in his efforts to make it available on
the new site. Since then, whilst liaising
closely with our web developers on
design tweaks and functionality,
Christopher has also undertaken
further archive work, allowing our new
digital format to reach further back
into the history of Hurst College. His
efforts have released photos, newsletters
and obituaries to new generations of
OJs and we thank him for this.

Hurstpierpoint
Land Society –
NEWS UPDATE
Autumn ‘Friday Finos’ Drinks – Friday
18th November – from 12.30 pm.
Summer is now over (not that it really
arrived!) and it’s time to save the date for
the HLS Autumn Drinks. We will be
meeting in the society’s favourite local
Finos, Mount Street, W1 at 12.30 pm
on Friday 18th November. This is an
excellent opportunity to meet and catch
up after the holidays – very informal and
it would be fantastic to see as many of
you there as possible.
Some pictures from the summer
meeting:

If any OJs are interested in Hurst’s
archive history and would like to
contribute to Christopher’s work, please
email me at josephfbell@gmail.com
L-R: David Chapman, Chris Pryke
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Land Society continued
The Club’s objectives are two-pronged:
1. To foster and encourage contact /
networking between OJs who work
within the property industry
2. To assist current pupils / recent
leavers who are interested in pursuing a
career in property
L-R: Charlie Wade, Alistair Subba Row, David Hutt

Linking In:
When Land Society members change
jobs, contact details change and
understandably informing the Land
Society of your new details is often
overlooked. As such over the years our
database has become inaccurate.

L-R: David Chapman, Adam Egan, Nikki Lovelace

How to join:
The Land Society is an active OJ society.
It is free to join (just get onto our
database – email me / join our LinkedIn
group / see our website) and open to all
OJs who currently work, used to work, or
want to work in the property industry.
The Land Society was established back
in 1983 by David Chapman and since
then our membership has included the
great and good of the property world –
including a President of the RICS.
12

As a way to prevent this from happening
we have launched the Land Society
group on LinkedIn. LinkedIn is
far from just being a Facebook-like
gimmick for those under the age of 30
(or headhunters!), it is an incredibly
powerful networking tool which is
perfectly suited to ensuring that contact
is maintained within a professional
group of people regardless of career
moves.
If you are not one of the 25 OJs already
on it, I urge you to join LinkedIn and
search the groups for the Hurstpierpoint
College OJ Land Society. Once you
have found it please request to join and
I will promptly accept. Then search
LinkedIn for all of your old OJ property
friends and invite them to the group.

Land Society continued; Careers
In order to ensure the long and
worthwhile future of the club it is
crucial that you please spend a couple of
minutes of your time to do the above or
to tell your OJ property friends about
the LinkedIn initiative.
Careers Talk – 15th November
A few OJs will be making a trip to the
College and giving a careers talk to the
senior college pupils in a bid to get more
pupils to consider property as a career
path. We hope that the turn out will
be strong and ask that all parents please
encourage their children to attend.
We look forward to a strong turnout
for the Autumn Drinks in support of
the Society and to meeting those new
members.
Please email me if you need anything
to do with the club and I will be able to
help.
Many thanks
Adam Egan (Eagle, 2002)
a.egan@kinneygreen.com

We are now in our second year of
‘Careers Hurst’, the programme that
gives students invaluable insights into
the world after school.
The programme has been set up
whereby parents, friends and OJs come
to the college to talk to interested
students about their own profession and
career path. These are informal, relaxed
sessions open to pupils from the fifth
and sixth forms where we offer talks
from all key professions and business
disciplines.
This term we are fortunate to have a
number of OJs booked in to talk to
our pupils about their professions and
careers. I would like to offer my sincere
thanks to them and others who have
offered to support our initiative. They
are ‘The Land Society’ , Messrs Dubrey,
Ebdon, Eatwell, Robinson, Maclean,
Wilmer, Bruce, Turner, Nicholls,
Bricknell, Gillies and Ms Belfield. We
look forward to working with you.
We had 49 placements available to our
pupils this summer and I am delighted
to report they were a huge success
in that all placement providers have
offered to continue to support the
programme this year. Our students
13

Careers continued; Woodard Schools Benefit Fund
gained unrivalled access to the world of
work in a variety of placements ranging
from 1 to 4 weeks. They experienced a
formal screening process by submitting
a letter of application and CV, followed
by interview, with feedback. In most
cases successful applicants progressed
to a second interview with the partner
business.
These are very exciting opportunities for
both the school and our future working
partners. If you, or an individual or
organisation that you know, would
like to work with us we would be
delighted to hear from you. For more
information contact Tania Fielden by
email at Tania.fielden@hppc.co.uk.
The OJ Tankard 2011 was awarded to
Tom Campbell and the OJ Vase was
awarded to Grace Couchman.

The Woodard Schools
(Southern Division)
Benefit Fund
If you are one of the many OJs who
belong to the Fund, remember the
benefits which membership bestows.
Bursaries can be awarded to members’
children who are being, or are hoping
to be educated at Hurst or one of the
other schools in the Southern Division.
Financial need has, of course, to be
demonstrated but, subject to this,
the Headmaster has the authority
to recommend Bursary awards, and
application should be made direct to
him.
Grants to cover further education of
members’ children, or for use to reduce
hardship in situations where members
are themselves in distress, are also
available. Application for these grants
should be made direct to the Secretary.
The life composition fee is currently
£115. Further information can be
obtained from:
The Secretary, The Woodard Schools
(Southern Division) Benefit Fund,
5 Aldermoor Avenue, Storrington,
West Sussex RH20 4PT
Tel: 01903 743346
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Please remove this centre section of your magazine
and use the form to provide the OJ Club with:
ä

Details of any recent or forthcoming change of address

ä

Details of your up-to-date e-mail address
Many thanks
The OJ Club

Please return any forms, completed as appropriate, to:
Mrs Elizabeth Watson,
Club Administrator,
Hurst Johnian Club,
Hurstpierpoint College,
Hurstpierpoint,
West Sussex,
BN6 9JS
or e-mail: oj@hppc.co.uk

i

ii

Change of address:
On the website at www.theojclub.com, you can change your own address
and email. If you don’t know your User name or password, please contact
Elizabeth Watson. Alternatively, you can send the forms below to Elizabeth
at the college.
Name (block capitals please): �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
New Address: �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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............................................................

From (date): ���������������������������������������������������������������������

Your Current e-mail address:
The Committee is always anxious to improve the levels of communication
with the membership. The Committee has decided that it would like to
make use of e-mail for special announcements and for reminders about
Club events. At present the Club holds a number of e-mail addresses, some
of which appear to be out of date. We would like to increase and update
the e-mail addresses we hold. Needless to say, all e-mails will be sent out
‘blind’ and under no circumstances will the Club divulge any e-mail address
to a third party. Therefore if you would like to receive e-mails from the
Club would you please complete the attached pro-forma and return it to
Elizabeth Watson c/o The College:
Name (block capitals please): �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
House: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Years at Hurst: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
E-mail address: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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London Over 60s Luncheon

London Over 60s
Luncheon
4th October at the Oriental Club in
London
On Tuesday 4th October, 33 OJs met
for the inaugural “over 60s” lunch at the
Oriental Club in London. The venue,
just off Oxford Street, proved to be an
ideal location, with excellent food and
service and several happy hours were
spent reminiscing and catching up on
each other’s news.
For some this was their first reunion
since leaving Hurst and it was proposed
to make this an annual event; so the first
Tuesday in October (2nd October 2012)
has been pencilled in for the future.
We were very grateful to the Hurst
Johnian Club for funding the welcome
drinks.
Thanks also must be given to Paul
Guy (Star 52-57) who as a member
of the Oriental Club did so much in
the organisation of the venue, and to
David Savage (Star 52-56) who wrote
innumerable letters to OJs for whom we
had no email address.
If anyone is interested in next year’s
lunch please will you register your email
either with Elizabeth Watson at the
College or by adding it to your profile
on the website at www.theojclub.com.
Graham Croll (Star 52-56)
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Over 60s Luncheon continued
mine present. As they were vastly senior
to me, a mere ‘new boy’, and not in Red
Cross I had never spoken with Keith
Jenkin nor Brian Marciandi with whom
I was able to make up for this omission.
Even though I was meeting most of
the OJs for the first time, I was made
welcome and I enjoyed listening to what
they had to say.
I thought the food was excellent and the
service beyond reproach. I am glad that
the Oriental Club is being considered
for next year’s do on the 1st Tuesday in
October as Graham Croll proposed.
He must have put in a great deal of his
time in organising the event. I hope all
being well I shall be present and here is
to the next time.
Email received from Patrick Grigsby
Dear OJs,
I am writing this to all of you with
whom I had the pleasure of sharing
the Inaugural Over 60s Luncheon in
London last Tuesday. I am grateful in
particular to Graham Croll (1952 Star)
and Bruce Bartlett (1946 Chevron)
for their personal contact that decided
me to attend. In 1949 I had to leave
Hurst, returning home to Turkey, but
I was back in the UK a year later. My
circumstances living in the North
prevented me from attending any of the
formal OJ functions until this lunch!
There were only two contemporaries of
16

I would like to end on a serious plea
that more OJs write a profile in the box
provided captioned ‘about me’.* It is
never too late, even now.
Sincerely,
Patrick Grigsby (1945 Red Cross)
* This refers to the OJ web site –
member’s profile.
Those attending the over 60s luncheon:
Bruce Bartlett

46 -53

Chevron

Nick Beauclerk

58-63

Star

Bob Bowley

50-54

Shield

Gerald Brigg

49-53 Red Cross

Christopher Burleigh 53-58

Star

Over 60s Luncheon continued; Etheldreda Grand Reunion 2011
David Burt

56-61

Star

David Chapman

56-60

Shield

Ian Clarke

54-58

Chevron

Graham Croll

52-56

Star

David Croome

56-61

Star

David Darley

59-63 Red Cross

Stephen Eeley

60-64

Robin Field Smith

61-66 Red Cross

David Frost

55-59

Roger Goodacre

62-68 Red Cross

Patrick Grigsby

45-49 Red Cross

Paul Guy

52-57

John Hall

58-63 Red Cross

Robert Hall

52-56

Star

Brian Jeffery

56-60

Shield

Keith Jenkin

43-50 Fleur de Lys

Christopher Leaver 56-61
Brian Marciandi

42-46

Chevron
Shield

Star

Star
Chevron

Kit Millington-Hore 61-66 Fleur de Lys
David Paul

59-63 Fleur de Lys

Mike Reed

62-67

Shield

Paul Ruddlesdin

62-67

Martlet

David Savage

52-56

Star

Malcolm Spencer

64-69

Chevron

Nicholas Twine

54-60 Fleur de Lys

Peter Watts

55-59

Chevron

Michael Webb

52-56

Chevron

Brian Youngman

52-58

Chevron

Etheldreda Weekend
and the Grand
Reunion 2011
The weekend of June 24/25 witnessed
great activity at Hurst. On the Friday
evening we enjoyed a return to a more
traditional Etheldreda celebration. The
chapel was well filled for the evening
service; yes, it was in the evening, but
the service followed the form to which
so many OJs are accustomed, and
Jerusalem My Happy Home sounded
just as good as it had for many years on
a Sunday morning!
This service provided an excellent
opportunity for us to remember Ken
Mason, and we were privileged to
listen to Sir Derek Day pay tribute
to that great servant of Hurst. How
appropriate it was that Sir Derek spoke,
for Ken had been his housemaster, his
history tutor and his hockey coach.
Younger OJs may not know that Sir
Derek was a diplomat of considerable
renown and an Olympic hockey
goalkeeper.
After the AGM of the Hurst Johnian
Club … attended by just a few more
members than usual! … we enjoyed a
drink or two followed by the annual
dinner.
Gordon Roff, the president proposed
the health of OJs Overseas at the
traditional time and later proposed the
toast Floreat Hurst. The Headmaster
17

Grand Reunion 2011 continued
replied in his usual fluent style,
enlightening us to the diverse activities
and achievements at the college.
There followed a presentation to John
Bettridge who retired after teaching at
the Junior/Prep School for more years
than he could remember! Happily he
is to continue as secretary of the Club,
and we do thank him for his devotion
to Hurst.

away. Hurst’s splendid jazz band
entertained in the inner quad; there
was delightful music in the chapel
and drama in the appropriate studio.
Martin Williams presented a fascinating
display of archives; there were tours of
the school and the Headmaster gave
a warm welcome as he outlined the
progress which the college was making
year by year.
A splendid lunch was served in the
dining hall and in a great marquee in
the inner quad, as OJs of all vintages
told each other that they looked not a
day older than they did in 19--! Maybe
the only sadness was that there were
so many people there that one did not
have the time to meet all those whom
one knew. Maybe next time.
There was cricket to watch in the
afternoon, and after an excellent tea,
weary OJs wended their ways home
reflecting on happy days at their old
school, and bewildered but intrigued at
the many changes.

John Bettridge with Hugh Thomas

The following day a great number of
OJs enjoyed the college’s hospitality
at the Grand Reunion. The service of
thanksgiving in the chapel marked the
Bicentennial of Nathaniel Woodard’s
birth, after which began a series of
events so full that it took one’s breath
18

Grand Reunion 2011 continued

We thank the Headmaster and the staff
and pupils for their generous hospitality
and congratulate them on giving us a
day to remember.
The following attended (many were
accompanied by wives and families, but
only OHJs are listed):
Jack Aird, Richard Aitman, Jonathan
Allison, Robert Allwood, Mike
Alston, Rupert Ayton, Marcus
Baldwin, David Barker, Bruce Bartlett,

Rodney Battey, Bill Baxter, Ian
Berrill, Nick Bolt, Graham Boyle,
Tim Brawn, Peter Bricknell, Gerald
Brigg, George Brigham, Geoffrey
Brown, Ian Brownlee, Nick Bryan,
Paul Bryan, Ian Buckeridge, Michael
Buckingham, Derek Buckingham,
Gerald Buss, Alan Buttifant, Robert
Carpenter, Robert Carter, Jeremy
Carter, Bryan Cartledge, Robert
Channon, Ian Clark, Peter Clifford,
David Cole, Peter Cole, Piers Cooke
Yarborough, John Copeland, Simon
Cotton, David Cox, Graham Croll,
John Cruttenden, Max Davies, Derek
Day, Ben de Grouchy, Christopher
Dean, Jonathan Denham Barclay,
Alastair Denham Barclay, Simon
Dubrey, Christopher Durant, Simon
East, Michael Eaton, Simon Eaton,
Alan Eaton, Keith Edgington, John
Evans, Simon Everitt, Ian Fletcher,
Kim Fletcher, Tiffany Forster-Baldwin,
Tony Franks, John Frean, Richard
Frost, David Frost, Peter Gann, Des
Gauntlett, Raymond Gee, David
Gibson, Christopher Gillies, Simon
Godwin, Colin Gould, David
Graham, John Grant, Keith Grant,
Chris Gray, Colin Grayling, Martin
Greenstead, Una Grogan, Robert
Hall, John Harbour, Andrew Harrison,
Bruce Hay, Andrew Heath, George
Hill, Christopher Hodgson, Michael
Hordern, David Houghton, Duncan
Howard, David Hughes, David Hutt,
Simon Innes, Karen Jamison, Brian
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Grand Reunion 2011 continued; AROPS
Jeffries, Peter Jeffries, Keith Jenkin,
David Jenkins, Bruce Kings, Robin
Knight, Ruth Lambert, Nick Leavey,
Trevor Leeson, Robin Maclear, Jamie
Malcolm, Michael Mance, Richard
Marshall, James Mason, Anthony
May, Vijay Mehta, Peter Mellor, Huw
Meyrick, Michael Michael, David
Moren-Brown, Anthony Mulcare,
Graham Negus, Michael Neale,
Brian Newnham, John Nicholson,
Phillip Norman-Smith, John Norris,
Christopher Nourse, Richard Ottley,
Nick Pack, Clive Perry, John Peters,
Joan Peters, Steve Pocock, John
Prime, Robert Redman, Bryan Renn,
Peter Ridsdale Smith, Christopher
Robinson, Peter Robinson, David
Rose, Peter Ross, Simon Royall, Bruce
Ruddock, Reg Ruddock, Peter Salter,
Robert Samat, James Saunders, David
Savage, Richard Schemeil, Robert
Scull, Derek Semmence, Will Sexton,
Phillip Sherwin, Nicholas Simmons,
Richard Simms, Robin Slater, Adrian
Snow, Alexandra Sprague, Clive
Stiff, Colin Stiff, Tom Sutcliffe, James
Sutcliffe, Peter Tee, Vince Thomas,
Hugh Thomas, Graham Tottle, James
Trippett, Noel Tuck, Terry Turner,
Roger Vernon, Andy Vickerstaff,
Tony Wassell, Michael Watkin, Tony
Watson, David Waugh, John Weald,
Willie Welch, Jeremy West, Thomas
Whittaker, Robin Williamson, Emlyn
Wood, Peter Worthy, John Wright.
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Arops
2011 Conference Report
The 2011 AROPS Conference took
place at Kingston Grammar School on
Saturday 7th May and was attended
by Roger Moulton and Graham Croll.
Sixty-four societies were represented.
The representatives were welcomed by
Sarah Fletcher, the Head of Kingston
Grammar School and then, after a brief
talk by Andrew Day about the Old
Kingstonian Association, Rita Boswell
of the School Archivists’ Group spoke
about the importance of archives and
why they should be kept. The second
session involved a presentation by Nick
Akerman of the Old Decanian Society
entitled ‘Engaging Younger Members’.
Lunch was followed by discussion
groups which covered the following
topics: Development Offices: Friend
or Foe, Business and Professional
Networking, Communications and
Subscriptions. The afternoon finished
with a Question and Answer session.
The Conference Dinner was held in
the evening and the speaker was Mr
Berwick Coates, historian and author.
Once again it was a very successful
occasion and proved the value of
AROPS as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and experiences.
Roger Moulton

Garter Day at Windsor

Garter Day at
Windsor 2011
June 13th was a special day in Hurst’s
history. Michael Boyce (OJ) was
installed in St George’s Chapel,
Windsor Castle, as a Knight of the
Garter. It is thought that he is the first
“son of Hurst” to have achieved this
great honour.
A trio of OJs (Graham Croll, John
Hall and George Hill) together with
their wives and Elizabeth Watson, the
administrator of the Hurst Johnian
Club, were happy witnesses of the
procession of knights from the royal
apartments to the chapel, where
Michael was installed at the command
of and in the presence of Her Majesty
the Queen.
It was truly a memorable occasion, and
we offer warmest congratulations to
Michael.

Sir Michael Boyce
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Travel Fund

Travel Fund
Matilda Sims sent in the following
report of her time in Ghana
In my upper sixth year at Hurst I was
awarded a generous gift from the
OJ travel fund which I used to help
finance my four month trip to Ghana
in February 2011. I went to Ghana to
volunteer as a teacher in a rural school
five hours to the north of Accra, the
capital.

My class

At the school I joined two other
volunteers and was spontaneously made
deputy head as the teachers were on
strike for two weeks! This was an
interesting experience but also a strange
one considering that less than a year ago
I had been a pupil in a school and now I
was setting homework and the
curriculum! We decided to dedicate the
first day’s teaching to geography as not a
single child (some as old as seventeen)
knew where Ghana was on a world map.
During the next few weeks and months
22

we taught English, Geography, Science,
Maths and Social Studies. We
introduced the children to keys points
about learning which we in England
take for granted.
The first is for the children to ask when
they don’t understand something. This
seems obvious but when asked if they
understood what we had just explained
to them they would, without fail and
in unison, chant ‘yes madam’. But of
course it was not the case that they all
understood and all they were able to do
was to repeat our exact words – a habit
acquired from years of parrot learning.
The second is that they need to be
more inquisitive and analytical in their
learning and to form their own opinion
– a completely foreign concept to them.
Health and safety does not exist in
Ghana; I saw children of five wielding
cutlasses (knives the length of my arm)
during PE lessons in which they had to
weed the headmaster’s front lawn! The
roads are another shocker. A ‘tro tro’ is
Ghana’s most common form of public
transport, basically a very old minibus,
and the guide book’s description of
them as ‘clapped out death traps’
couldn’t be more accurate. Wandering
about the sweltering and bustling
streets of West Africa’s largest market,
sidestepping green ditches and women
carrying enormous loads on their heads,
is just about as far from Bluewater as
you can get!

Travel Fund continued
have 13 husbands already and I can no
longer afford to buy meat for them all’,
to which they laugh, half confused, and
let you go.

A tro tro

Being a foreigner in Ghana is like being
a celebrity; everywhere you go people
stare and call out ‘Obroni’ (white
person) to you, to which you reply
‘Obebeni’ (black person) and they
laugh because you understand their
language. Getting a camera out is like
feeding birds; first there’s one child and
a few seconds later they are so tightly
packed around you that you can’t move.

Ghana is the exception to the West Africa
rule – it’s safe, peaceful and never once
did I feel threatened. Ghanaians are
incredibly friendly and hospitable and
the country is a loud and colourful place
where almost every aspect of it is different
from our own. I highly recommend it
to anyone wishing to travel to Africa. I
made friends from across the globe, saw
some beautiful places and experienced
so many things, such as spontaneously
being summoned to dance in front of
hundreds of people at a funeral!

Ready for a funeral, with my host

Carrying a baby

The constant attention is only to be
expected as a foreigner and can be quite
amusing at times – at the end of a day in
Kumasi ten men will have proposed or
announced their ‘undying love’ to you!
The most effective response is: ‘Sorry, I

Once more I would like to thank
everyone involved with the OJ travel
fund for their generous gift.
So many Ghanaians adore England;
everyone, from the children I taught,
to the lady from whom I used to buy
bananas, wished me to say ‘hello’ to
everyone in England – so there you go.
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Travel Fund continued

Why I’ll never forget the number 17
OJ Gap year traveller, Robin Bush
After a lifetime of sitting behind school
desks, there I was … trying to dream
up a way of teaching a classroom of
20 expectant Cambodian children
all about the number 17. “Just talk
English!” urged their watchful Kymer
teacher … so we did. We talked 17,
we spelt “s-e-v-e-n-t-e-e-n”, we all
coloured in drawings of 17 mice and we
counted from one to 17 with the most
enthusiastic and hard working students
I had ever come across.
My girlfriend, Alice, and I had come to
this tiny school in the middle of rural
Cambodia, having heard that a small
charity was looking for volunteers to
help teach English to disadvantaged
local children. The Khmer New
Generation Organisation (KNGO)
was started up around five years ago by
a local tuk-tuk driver, Mr Sun Saveth
who greeted us with a big smile on our
arrival in the rural village of Bospeau
(about six km from Battambang). He
explained that he and his colleagues
want to empower local kids through
education in order to try and break
the accepted cycle of poverty. They
aim to offer as many local children as
possible free lessons in English literacy
and computer skills. They want to help
these young people to “become more
confident and develop critical thinking,
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with the hope that they can eventually
take an active role in developing their
own communities.”
So that’s how we landed up in a
classroom with students ranging from
5 to 25 years old – and that was the
day they wanted to learn about the
number 17. Twenty desks, no lights
and a blackboard. Some of the kids had
turned up an hour early before the start
of school because they were so keen to
study. By the end of the day, we had
two teams competing for blackboard
space … the quickest to run to the
board … write that number … draw that
number … count that number.
The following morning, following a
night of heavy rain, we arrived to find
the playground/football pitch under
water. But still the pupils waded in
from all directions on bicycles and on
foot – a ‘floating football’ match was a
highlight of the day.
After teaching at least seventeen different
ways to learn the number seventeen I
discovered it wasn’t just my brains the
local people were after, it was my brawn
as well. As the heat of the day turned the
rain to steam we took time off tutoring
the number 17 to help build the clay
shelters the local community use to store
their carefully hand crafted clay bricks.
Just as inside the classroom we had been
joined by children aged from 5-24 years
old, outside the school children now

Travel Fund continued
flocked to help us, bringing with them
their contagious smiles.
There are very few tourists in this part
of Cambodia so KNGO values any
opportunity for the children to talk

with English-speaking travellers. That
way, they can learn to communicate
with the tourists who are becoming an
increasing source of income for future
generations.
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Travel Fund continued; News and Views
The pictures above really tell the story.
If there are any OJs out there, thinking
of heading to Cambodia on their
travels, please go and spend some time
at KNGO.
I guarantee it will probably be the
highlight of your trip! Check out
their volunteer website at http://www.
kngovolunteer.org/

OJ Socks
OJ long socks
in OJ country
colours
Order now,
available from
stock. Price per
pair (incl. p & p):
£10.99
Cheques made
payable to Hurst
Johnian Club
please. Please send your order to:
The Club Administrator,
Hurstpierpoint College,
College Lane,
Hurstpierpoint,
West Sussex,
BN6 9JS
and include details of the number of
pairs required and delivery address.
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News and Views
We have heard from 2 OJs with details
of books they have had published:
Graham Tottle has published a nearfuture (2020) novel based in Baghdad
where he was a hostage, the Llyn
peninsula, the Ugandan volcanoes, US,
Emmanuel Cambridge and of course
Hurst. It can be read free on the web
– contributions to Tear Fund solicited –
or on paper from Waterstones. The web
address is:
www.pointofdivergence.co.uk
It’s all about attempts funded by DFID
from one universe to rescue another
parallel universe which diverged in
1990 as a result of Saddam Hussein’s
decision to go to war.
Some friends say it’s brilliant. Others are
quietly quiet!
Jonathan M S Pearce (Eagle 95) has
just had published his second book
– another philosophical book: The
Little Book of Unholy Questions. The
description for the book is on the
Amazon website if you key in the title
on amazon.co.uk.
Our thanks and congratulations to
Rob Kift (Staff ) for his excellent work
in tracing and refurbishing the cricket
team photographs in the pavilion. He
also organised a splendid farewell party
for John Bettridge.

News and Views continued
Thanks to Barry Payne (Eagle 1960)
for identifying all the people on the
cover photograph of the last edition of
the newsletter (reproduced below).

He also informs me that the
photograph was taken in the Lent term
1959. He cannot recall the result, but
is sure the staff team failed to score as
he himself was the goalkeeper!

Back row: C J Guise, R W Cross, H K Maxwell, M C Boyce, B M Payne, C C B Whightwick,

M J Bickmore, M I Bailey, G E Lambert, S F Florey.
Middle row: R I F Dixon, W M Alban, K Mason, J H Peters.
Front row: G M Lewis, C N Stiff, W A Welch, D Lenton, P M Clifford, P D Howell-Davies, M R Clayton

News of the Knott brothers:–
Mark is an IT consultant living in
Welwyn Garden City.
Phillip is ordained and working in Bristol,
where he is striving to cope with racism.
Jonathan is also working in IT in
Barnsley. Sadly, his wife died at an early
age, leaving a small daughter.

A letter out of the blue reunited your
editor with Rob Hutchinson (Martlet
1964), who is retired being a director
of social services. He and his wife have
three sons and four grandchildren. His
father has reached the grand age of
101.
He is in regular contact with Nigel
Armstrong (Star 1964), who is also
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News and Views continued; Obituary
retired from the Health Service and
living near Lewes.
Tim Davies (Shield 1993) is living and
working in Exeter.
Mark Semmence (Martlet 1991)
has been appointed assistant head at
Rugby, where he is also in charge of
cricket. Happily (see the editorial) he
insists that their home games are played
properly!
Sedbergh School is lucky to have
Andrew Fleck (formerly on the staff
at Hurst) as Headmaster, and Martin
Speight (Fleur de Lys 1996) as the
cricket professional.
Just received from David Savage
Derek Tyler (Star 1959) left the UK in
1968 to work in Jamaica for three years
which extended to ten! He then moved
to the Cayman Islands where he teaches.
Immediately after leaving Hurst he went
to Trinity College, Dublin. Earlier this
year he met
Adrian Snow (Red Cross 1958) at
the Hurst reunion. Adrian is retired
after service as the headmaster of The
Oratory School.
Philip Bilton (Star 1957) spent his
working life at the Baltic Exchange
in London and has now retired to
Abbotsbury in Dorset.
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Rodney Battey (Star/Eagle 1954)
graduated from Cambridge and is a
retired metallurgist. He now lives in
Exeter where he is involved in work for
his parish church.

Obituary
Your editor is very conscious that we
must often miss the deaths of OJs. I
should always be grateful:–
(a) to be informed of any deaths
(b) to receive details of deceased
members’ time at Hurst or in
subsequent careers etc.
I have my “newspaper-spotters”, but not
all deaths are recorded.
Peter Leckie (Fleur de Lys 1943) died
in March at the age of 85. After Hurst
he went to Oxford and then on to
Sandhurst. After the war he served as a
captain in the Arab Legion in Palestine,
where he taught Bedouins to drive
armoured cars (!), before embarking on
a long and distinguished career at ICI
in Harrogate. He retired to Leyburn in
North Yorkshire.
He is survived by his wife, his two
children and six grandchildren, to all of
whom we offer our sympathy.

THE Last Word (taken from The Hurst Johnian 50 years ago!)
TV Comes to Hurst

Financial Planning

It was noted a little time ago with
some incredulity that a television had
arrived in the common room. We are
apprehensive of the possible effects of
this innovation upon the staff. Here
are a few sayings, typical, perhaps, of
what might occur at various times.

Dan was a single guy living at home
with his father and working in the
family business. When he found out
he was going to inherit a fortune when
his sickly father died, he decided he
needed a wife with whom to share his
fortune. One evening at an investment
meeting he spotted the most beautiful
woman he had ever seen. Her natural
beauty took his breath away. “I may
look like just an ordinary man,” he
said to her, “but in just a few years,
my father will die, and I’ll inherit
£65 million.” Impressed, the woman
obtained his business card, and, three
days later, she became his stepmother.
Women are so much better at financial
planning than men.

In the classroom: “That boy talking
over there, take 625 lines.”
In the geography period: “Britain is
surrounded by 13 channels.”
At the end of an outdoor art period:
“We will now return to the studio.”
In the maths period: “At the very
end of your tables you will find the
epilogue.”
In the history period: “Before the
agrarian revolution, all corn sowing was
carried out by the outside broadcast
method.”
In the English period: “In the
‘Tempest’, Prospero met with much
interference from Aerial.”
About Chapel seating: “Well, I
suppose it would make a change to sit
behind the screen.”
To an inquisitive parent: “Actually,
madam, I am very busy. I find that I
spend most evenings with my set.”
J P Leech

OJ Website
We do hope you will visit our
website at
www.theojclub.com
where members are able
to contact each other,
change their contact details,
make purchases of club items
and get information about
club events.
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www.hppc.co.uk

Realising your child’s true potential

Outstanding boarding and day education
for boys and girls from 4 - 18 years

Spring Open Mornings for all Hurst schools take place on Saturday 10th March and 12th May
For more details, or to arrange a personal visit, telephone Admissions on 01273 836936
b

